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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 2020 
 

SILENCE CELL PHONES 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1800 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L. 
 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice  Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L. 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice (late)   Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Chase Wickersham, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L. 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 

    
Excused: Bob Brennen, Rich Whitlinger,  
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS:  
 
Guests: Sverre Thomassen, Davina Bilow, Brian Fleming Jr., Kelse McClure, Hector Storman, Kendall Madsen, Bruce 
Batcheller 
 
Guest comments: Davina Bilow commented that she had submitted two incident reports.  She went on to say the 
reports were “brushed under the rug.”  A point of order was made that the issues should be discussed in closed 
(Executive) session, following the procedure in the Post 291 Bylaws. 
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – First Vice Kendall Madsen – Reviewed Kids Christmas Party and other Christmas activities. 
The Sweethearts Ball Raffle mailing has been done and talked about related Auxiliary activities.  The 
Commander thanked Kendall and the Auxiliary members for all the help they provided the last several weeks 

 SAL Squadron 291 – Commander Tim Sullivan – (late -see following notes). 
 ALYC – Bruce Batcheller – Reported ALYC has 927 members.  380 renewals pending.  Valor hosted about 

100 people aboard during the Christmas Boat Parade and was awarded Third Place in the Lighting category.  
Commented about upcoming SCYA meeting and the award of Yacht Club of the Year to be presented.  
Commodore’s Ball is later this month.  SCYA Midwinters coming up in February with increased marketing 
planned to increase participation.  Bank balance is up to nearly $130,000.  The Hut is being refurbished.  
Some maintenance is planned for Valor.  ALYC is talking with a past Sergeant Major of the Pendleton Marine 
Base Wounded Warriors about on-the-water activities for active duty members and veterans. 

 
  



 
 
 

2 
 
 

Minutes Approval 
 All Board members received copies of the December 5 Executive Board Minutes 

 The Commander asked for a motion to waive the reading of the Executive Board Minutes  
 M/S/C: The motion was approved. 
 
 Needed corrections to the December 5 meeting minutes were noted 

 Chase Wickersham noted  
 “Speaking …” was misapplied to Service Officer and should be applied to the Chaplain 
 Some details were missing regarding presentation of reports 

 Note: The recording of the meeting was subsequently reviewed and the above noted details 
were from a previous meeting 

 Kevin Van Otterloo noted he should be listed as excused  
 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the December 5 Executive Board Minutes with above noted 

changes 
 M/S/C: The motion was approved 

 
Affiliates and Programs Reports (continued) 

 SAL Squadron 291 – Commander Tim Sullivan – SALs to have planning meeting January 11.  Christmas Boat 
Parade big success.   

 Comment was made that Family members will be asked to present financial and membership reporting. 
 It was also noted that there is no IRS tax regulation regarding number/percentage of SAL and Auxiliary 

members. 
 There is a Post policy – to ensure space for Veterans. 

 
Committee Reports 

 Audit Committee – Sverre Thomassen 
 Insurance - per PowerPoint 

 Marina policy not reviewed 
 All other policies evaluated 
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Committee Reports 
 Audit Committee – Sverre Thomassen – continued 

 Insurance - per PowerPoint 
 Evaluated per Excel spreadsheet 

 
 

 Brokerage Firms 
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Committee Reports 
 Audit Committee – Sverre Thomassen – continued 

 Insurance - per PowerPoint 
 Recommendation – Armstrong, Robitaille, Riegle 

 
 

 CPA - per PowerPoint 
 Firms evaluated 

 
 
 

 Sverre Thomassen gave a brief explanation of the purpose of the audit and the internal control 
review. 
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Committee Reports 
 Audit Committee – Sverre Thomassen – continued 

 CPA - per PowerPoint 
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Committee Reports 
 Audit Committee – Sverre Thomassen – continued 

 CPA - per PowerPoint 

 
 

 
 A motion was made to accept the Audit Committee recommendation to use the audit, tax and 

internal control review services of Egan and Egan for 2019 calendar year 
 M/S/C: The motion was made and approved to accept the Audit Committee recommendation to 

use the audit, tax and internal control review services of Egan and Egan for 2019 calendar year 
 There was some discussion about the insurance broker selection process 
 A motion was made to accept the Audit Committee recommendation to use the insurance brokerage 

services of Armstrong, et al. 
 M/S/C: The motion was made and approved to accept the Audit Committee recommendation to 

use the insurance brokerage services of Dan Armstrong of Armstrong, et al. 
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Committee Reports 
 Finance Committee – Bob Wine  

 Meeting held December 17 
 Discussed the budget  

 Voted to add covers as an inventory item in Quickbooks 
 Previously was expensed out on receipt  

 Discussed ongoing transfers of Vet291YC members to ALYC 
 Approximately $6,000 pending 

 Discussed password security 
 John Lindgren is primary keeper of Quickbooks password 
 Also is in possession of past Judge Advocate Robert Wright 
 Finance Committee recommends the Post get an offsite safe deposit box 

 The Finance Committee also voted to use a separate checking account for exclusive VEAF funds 
 House Committee – Mike Berdine  

 Operations going well 
 New California laws 
 New POS 

 From Aloha to Toast 
 On schedule 

 Dock piling has been installed 
 SALs – Bob Brennan  

 Excused – No report 
 Judicial – Burt McChesney 

 Nothing to report 
 Donations – Chase Wickersham 

 Discussion per attached handouts 
 Discussion about need for donation coordination between the Family programs 
 Sea Cadet check to be issued this month  

 Constitution and Bylaws – Mike Berdine 
 Moving – But slowly 

 
Commander Comments/Announcements 
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Commander Comments/Announcements – continued 
 National Commander Visit 

 
 

 Newport Harbor Christmas Boat Parade 

 
 

 New Years Eve at the Post 
 Upcoming events 
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Commander Comments/Announcements – continued 

 
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine 

 Letter - Stanton Post Veterans Program 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 Excused - No report 
 
2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 

 Suggestion to post complimentary letters 
 Band calendar update 
 Evaluating start of Saturday bands 
 Band attire needs to be improved 
 Stage lights need to be installed 

 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Jim Updike - Speaking on Americanism, youth and children, Boys State, and the Oratorical 

Contest. 
 Boys State and Oratorical Committee 

 Oratorical 
 Schools contacted 
 Deadline January 17 
 Actual contest January 27 

 Boys State  
 Coordinating with Auxiliary – Girls State 
 March 28 and 29 
 Pick 25 

 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Doug Nye 

 No report 
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FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  
 Distributed current business Profit and Loss Statement 
 Books not yet closed for the year 
 Banquet business up about $16,000 

 
 

 
HISTORIAN – Rich Frauenzimmer - Speaking on the pictorial history of the Post. 

 Lead the National Commander on tour of Nixon Library 
 Discussion of how to address powder on dance floor 

 Cameras do not pick up detail 
 If catch person dropping powder 

 Take photo of membership card 
 Ask member to leave 
 File incident report 

 
SERGEANT AT ARMS - BOB GRUNDMEYER 

 Thanks for support 
 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson 

 Read names of card recipients 
 Past Chaplain Bill Bennett update 
 Hector Storman suggested getting shipping assistance for Auxiliary Troop Shipping project  
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 
SERVICE OFFICER – Chase Wickersham -  

 Attached reports past out 
 Marketing and Communications Committee 

 SeaBreeze 
 Cited sent, delivered and opened statistics 
 Only 463 clicked on the attachment 
 Needs improvement  

 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Burt McChesney 

 Facilities Committee Meeting scheduled for January 7 
 
MEMBER AT LARGE – Eric Schroeder 

 Powder on dance floor 
 Need to clean up as soon as possible – stop band 
 Safety issue 

 
MEMBER AT LARGE – Nick Giordano 

 Need to make communications more frequently 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 2020 Budget 
 Business Budget 

 Insurance expense is estimate and line 6288 Accounting increased (tax prep) 
 A motion was made to accept Version 7 of the Business Budget 

 M/S/C: The motion was made and approved to accept Version 7 of the Business Budget 
 Membership Budget 

 Additions to 6251 Marketing, 6225 Insurance and 6288 Accounting noted 
 A motion was made to accept Version 5 of the Membership Budget 

 M/S/C: The motion was made and approved to accept Version 5 of the Membership Budget 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 None 
 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

 Discussion about following current Bylaws 
 Incident report procedures 

 
RECESS – Appx. 2045 Hours 
 
RETURN FROM RECESS - Appx. 2050 Hours 
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EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION Appx. – 2050 Hours 
 Discussion about two incident reports 
 Reviewed filing process – per Bylaws 

 Can be delivered to any Board Member 
 Then discussed by E-Board 
 Then may go to Judicial Committee 
 Judicial Committee makes recommendation 

 A motion was made to have the Judicial Committee investigate the two incident reports 
 M/S/C: The motion was made and approved made to have the Judicial Committee investigate the two 

incident reports and file reports at the next E-Board meeting 
 A letter will be drafted and sent to the filer of the incident reports stating the incidents are being investigated 

 
RETURNED TO OPEN SESSION Appx. – 2115 Hours 
 

 A motion was made to adjourn 
 M/S/C: The motion was made and approved to adjourn the E-Board Meeting 

 
ADJOURNED: approximately 2115 hours. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mike Berdine 
Adjutant 
Newport Harbor Post 291 of the American Legion 
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Stanton Postmarked Letter 
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