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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 
THURSDAY MARCH 5, 2020 

 
SILENCE CELL PHONES 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1800 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L. 
 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice  Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L. 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice (late)   Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Chase Wickersham, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L. 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 

    
Excused: Rich Frauenzimmer, Nick Giordano 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS: Frank Reinhart, Hector Storman, Dave Zamudio, Mike Schubert  
 
Guest Comments:  
Hector Storman – Submitted the attached proposed Bylaws amendment and petition. Adjutant Berdine read the 
amendment procedure from the Bylaws.  
 
Mike Schubert – Reviewed the upcoming Swift Boat visit and Vietnam Welcome Home Weekend plan. 
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – First Vice Kendall Madsen – The Sweethearts Ball was a big success. Poppy stuffing March 
30.  Troop shipping is planned for May 16. Donations are being requested.  Girls state project went well. 

 SAL Squadron 291 – Commander Tim Sullivan – Donated $7,500 to Make-A-Wish for flight lessons for a 
young man.  Donated $15,000 to First Marine Division Newport Beach Foundation, Pendleton, for barracks 
upgrades. Tim spoke about a visit to Probis {sic} Club. Two officers replaced.   

 ALYC – Bruce Batcheller – Reported ALYC has 940 members.  First sailboat race last weekend.  First model 
yacht group meeting tonight. Whale Regatta and post-race social gathering planned for March 14. Cruise to 
Dana Point is the first weekend of April.  Opening Day is May 3 with the theme of “The Good Old Days.”   
Bank balance is up to nearly $132,000.  Some maintenance is planned for Valor.  Restarting Wounded 
Warrior events.  ALYC wishes to use Valor for more Post Family cruises. 
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Minutes Approval 
 All Board members received copies of the February 6, 2020 Executive Board Minutes 

 The Commander asked for a motion to waive the reading of the Executive Board Minutes  
 M/S/C: The motion was approved. 

 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the February 6, 2020 Executive Board Minutes  
 Two needed corrections were noted 
 M/S/C: The motion to approve the minutes with the two corrections was approved 

 
Correspondence 

 Adjutant Berdine read the following letter 
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Committee Reports 
 Finance Committee – Bob Wine  

 Meeting held February 26 
 No significant issues to report 

 House Committee – Mike Berdine  
 Women’s restroom refurbished  

 Floor tiles still a problem 
 Tuff Shed 

 Painting approved 
 New POS 

 Big improvement over old POS 
 City Seawall Project 

 Overview of changes 
 Costs being negotiated 

 Maintaining membership count is an ongoing concern 
 Donations – Chase Wickersham 

 Discussion per attached handouts 
 High requests for assistance  
 Donations motions 

 
 A motion was made to authorize a total of $5,000 for Swift Boat support ($1,000, $3,500 and $500 per 

above Budget document)  
 M/S/C: The motion was approved was made to authorize a total of $5,000 for Swift Boat support 
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 Donations – Chase Wickersham - conti 
 A motion was made to authorize a total contribution of $1,800 for the March 9 Veterans Business 

Network event 
 M/S/C: The motion was approved to authorize a total of $1,800 for the March 9 Veterans Business 

Network event 
 A motion was made to authorize a total contribution of $1,000 to the CHOC Follies 

 M/S/C: The motion was approved to authorize a total contribution of $1,000 to the CHOC Follies 
 A motion was made to authorize a total contribution of $1,000 to the Child Guidance Center 

 M/S/C: The motion was approved to authorize a total contribution of $1,000 to the Child Guidance 
Center 

 A motion was made to authorize a total contribution of $500 to the Newport Beach Police Association 
 M/S/C: The motion was approved to authorize a total contribution of $500 to the Newport Beach 

Police Association 
 A motion was made to initiate a Veterans Emergency Assistance Fund starting March 30 

 M/S/C: The motion was approved to initiate a Veterans Emergency Assistance Fund starting March 
30 

 Marketing and Communications – Chase Wickersham 
 Have had three meetings 
 Seeking outside support for Vietnam weekend 

 Sent 35 solicitation requests 
 10 contribution commitments – total of $7,500 

 
Commander Comments/Announcements 
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Commander Comments/Announcements – continued 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine 

 No report 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 General discussion per PowerPoint 

 
 

2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 
 Spoke about need to have 80’s and 90’s music 
 Evaluating benefit of noise absorbing rear wall 

 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Jim Updike - Speaking on Americanism, youth and children, Boys State, and the Oratorical 

Contest. 
 Boys State and Oratorical Committee 

 Boys State  
 Goal of 25 participants 
 29-30 applications received 
 Dates moved from March 28 and 29 to March 21 and 22 

 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Doug Nye 

 No report 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 Distributed current business Profit and Loss Statement 

 
 Reviewed City of Newport Beach audit 

 
HISTORIAN – Rich Frauenzimmer - Speaking on the pictorial history of the Post. 

 Excused – No report 
 
SERGEANT AT ARMS - BOB GRUNDMEYER 

 No report 
 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson 

 Will be officiating a COL this weekend 
 Working on upcoming troop shipping 

 Some problems 
 
SERVICE OFFICER – Chase Wickersham -  

 No report 
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Burt McChesney 

 No report 
 
MEMBER AT LARGE  

 No report 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 A motion was made to approve and adopt the revised draft Post 291 Election Rules for 2020 and the 
Campaign Rules for 2020 as written 
 Discussion about the concerns about limited voting hours/days as well as assigning campaign and 

election rule violation adjudication to E-Board members seeking re-election 
 Voting time increased from 1500 to 1900 hours to 1200 to 1900 hours 
 Adjudicating violations to be done by non-running E-Board members    

 M/S/C: A motion was made to approve and adopt the revised draft Post 291 Election Rules for 2020 and 
the Campaign Rules for 2020 as written 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 None 
 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

 None 
 
ADJOURNED: approximately 2010 hours. 
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