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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

VIA GOTOWEBINAR 
MONDAY APRIL 13, 2020 

 
GOTOWEBINAR OVERVIEW – MIKE BERDINE 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1810 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L. 
 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L. 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Chase Wickersham, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L. 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 

    
Excused:  
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS: Tim Bercovitz, John Lindgren, Dana Johnston, Bruce Batcheller, Frank 
Reinhart, Bob Carolan 
 
Election Committee and Campaign and Election Committee Report  

 Summary of the April 11 Election Committee and Campaign and Election Committee Report – Chair Mike 
Berdine 

 Committee conclusion – Commander Jon Reynolds 
It is therefore recommended that the E-Board of the American Legion Newport Harbor Post 291 adopt the 
following resolution: 

“That the 2020 election be cancelled due to the COVID-19 crisis and that all current officers remain in 
place until next year. In addition, that this decision of the E-Board be communicated as soon as possible 
to all Members of Post 291.” 

 Election Process Overview – Commander Jon Reynolds 
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 Election Process Overview – Commander Jon Reynolds - continued 

 
 

 
 

 Ambiguity was noted in the online Department statement about the Post election requirement 
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 Election Process Overview – Commander Jon Reynolds - continued 
 

 
 Department asks, if possible, Post elections should be conducted 

 



 
 
 

4 
 

 Election Process Overview – Commander Jon Reynolds - continued 
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 Election Process Overview – Commander Jon Reynolds - continued 

 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 A motion was made to postpone the May General Membership Meeting from the May 13 to May 27  
 M/S/C – By unanimous vote, the motion was passed to postpone the May General Membership Meeting 

from the May 13 to May 27. 
 A motion was made to notify the membership of scheduling a Special General Membership Meeting for April 

29  
 M/S/C – By unanimous vote, the motion was passed to notify the membership of scheduling a Special 

General Membership Meeting for April 29  
 A motion was made to cancel the 2020 annual Executive Board election and keep current Post 291 officers 

in place for next year 
 M/S/C – Division of assembly - By unanimous vote, the motion was passed to notify the membership of 

scheduling a Special General Membership Meeting for April 29 
 Burt McChesney will contact the National Judge Advocate to verify that Post 291 can cancel the election 

if the Post Bylaws allow it.  
 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

 Mal Robert Wright commented on the need for the Post to keep the best interest of our members in mind as 
we decide how to conduct an election.  

 Post 291 member Frank Reinhart commented about Autry James’ election related article.  
 
ADJOURNED: approximately 1915 hour 


