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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

VIA GOTOWEBINAR 
THURSDAY APRIL 2, 2020 

 
SILENCE CELL PHONES 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1800 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L. 
 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice (late)  Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L. 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Chase Wickersham, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L. 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 

    
Excused: Wayne Zippi 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS: Dave Zamudio, John Lindgren, Roger Henry 
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – Executive Committee Member Kim Philhart – Meetings being held online.  Will meet next 
week to discuss election process. 

 SAL Squadron 291 – No report.   
 ALYC – Commodore Bruce Batcheller – There are 947 ALYC members.  The annual renewal period just 

closed.  All near-term activities have been cancelled or postponed.  Bank balance is stable. 
 Honor Guard – Brian Fleming Jr. – In holding pattern.  No calls. 

 
Minutes Approval 

 All Board members received copies of the March 5, 2020 Executive Board Minutes 
 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the March 5, 2020 Executive Board Minutes  

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the March 5, 2020 Executive Board Minutes was approved 
 
Committee Reports 

 House Committee – Mike Berdine  
 Drive Thru project  

 Support for the community and our Post 291 employees 
 Steady increase in sales activity 

 Constitution and Bylaws – Mike Berdine 
 Bylaws amendment proposal from Hector Storman  
 Recommendation from the committee is the proposal not be approved 
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 Donations and Marketing and Communications – Chase Wickersham 
 Reviewed attached reports 
 May need more funding for this year 
 Holding checks that were received for Vietnam Weekend 

 Need to decide to return or hold Swift Boat checks 
 Some donations Veteran Welcome Home Weekend contributions moved to VEAF 

 $7,500 collected 
 Seven contributions moved to VEAF 
 Will  

 Memorial Day VEAF fundraising campaign has started 
 $25,000 match contribution received 
 Requesting addition of a tribute page to Post 291 website 

 May work with Auxiliary regarding Poppy  
 Buddy Check Program 

 Pilot being planned 
 

 
Commander Comments/Announcements 
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Commander Comments/Announcements – continued 
 

 
 

 
 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine 

 No report 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 Commented on the need Buddy Checks and a focus on membership retention 
 

2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 
 Holding on to May band schedule 

 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Jim Updike - Speaking on Americanism, youth and children, Boys State, and the Oratorical 

Contest. 
 Boys State and Oratorical Committee 

 Boys State  
 31 interviews done March 21 and 22 

 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Doug Nye 

 No report 
 No determination re Swift Boat donations 

 Need to bring Mike Schubert into the decision 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 No Finance Committee Meeting this month 
 Bob has been reviewing available information related to financial assistance for the Post 

 CARES Act – Payroll Protection Program 
 Post may qualify for $254,000 
 May be able to apply next Monday 
 Loan will be forgiven if certain conditions are met 

 Filed also for Workshare through State of California 
 Holding pending PPP 

 Reviewed below P and L 

 
 
HISTORIAN – Rich Frauenzimmer - Speaking on the pictorial history of the Post. 

 No report 
 Has taken photos of Drive Thru 

 
SERGEANT AT ARMS - BOB GRUNDMEYER 

 No report 
 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson 

 Sent condolence cards this week 
 Buddy Check project 

 Doing trial run 
 Will be asking for volunteers 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 
SERVICE OFFICER – Chase Wickersham -  

 Will participate in upcoming online Service Officer training 
 Getting some volunteers 
 Overview of Memorial Day VEAF project 

 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Burt McChesney 

 No report 
 
MEMBER AT LARGE  

 No report 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Bylaws amendment submitted by Hector Storman 
 A motion was made to not approve and not send the proposed Bylaws amendment to the membership 

for approval and also for a division of the assembly to fully tabulate the vote 
 Roll call vote results – M/S/C Aye (unanimous) 

 Submitted incident reports  
 Deemed to be not trivial 
 A motion was made to move the incident reports to the Judiciary Committee for investigation  

 Division of assembly roll call vote results – M/S/C Aye (unanimous) 
 PPP Loan application 

 A motion was made to move the approval for application of a $260,000 Paycheck Protect Program Loan 
to a vote before the membership at the next General Membership Meeting  
 Division of assembly roll call vote results – M/S/C Aye (unanimous) 

 Application will be submitted pending approval at the GMM 
 If disapproved at the GMM, will modify the loan amount 

 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

 None 
 
ADJOURNED: approximately 1945 hours. 
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