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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

VIA GOTOWEBINAR 
THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2020 

 
GOTOWEBINAR OVERVIEW – MIKE BERDINE 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1810 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L. 
 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice – exc.  Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L. 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Chase Wickersham, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L. 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. – exc. 

    
Excused: Bob Brennan, Nick Giordano 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS: Brian Fleming, Bruce Batcheller, Tim Sullivan 
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – No report 
 SAL Squadron 291 – Commander Tim Sullivan had connection problem  
 ALYC – Commodore Bruce Batcheller – Planning some events.  May events cancelled.  Sundowner races 

starting June 1.  Has lost a few members.  Fishing Tournament being planned.  
 Honor Guard – Brian Fleming Jr. – All on stand by. 

 
Minutes Approval 

 All Board members received copies of the April 2, 2020 Executive Board Minutes 
 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the April 2, 2020 Executive Board Minutes  

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the April 2, 2020 Executive Board Minutes was approved 
 All Board members received copies of the April 13, 2020 Executive Board Minutes 

 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the April 2, 2020 Executive Board Minutes  
 M/S/C: The motion to approve the April 13, 2020 Executive Board Minutes was approved 
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Committee Reports 
 House Committee – Mike Berdine  

 Drive Thru project  

 
 

 
 

 Reopening Planning Committee – Jim Updike 
 Gradual reopening 
 Rough draft of scope created 
 Attending industry reopening webinars  
 Committee is comprised of Family members 
 First meeting this coming Saturday 

 
 Donations Committee – Chase Wickersham 

 Reviewed attached reports 
 VEAF Memorial Day fund raising effort is continuing 

 $52,000 + so far 
 Memorial Day Tribute page set up 

 A motion was made to approve a $1,000 donation to the Swiftboat Sailors’ Association.  
 M/S/C: The motion to approve a $1,000 donation to the Swiftboat Sailors’ Association was approved. 
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 Donations Committee – Chase Wickersham - continued 
 A motion was made to approve an $1,800 donation to the Exchange Club for flags at Castaways Park.  

 M/S/C: The motion to approve an $1,800 donation to the Exchange Club for flags at Castaways Park.  
was approved.. 

 A motion was made to approve an $2,000 donation to the Veteran Outpost..  
 M/S/C: The motion to approve an $2,000 donation to the Veteran Outpost was approved.. 

 A motion was made to approve an $1,000 donation to the Veteran Legal Institute..  
 M/S/C: The motion to approve an $1,000 donation to the Veteran Legal Institute was approved 

 
 Marketing and Communications – Chase Wickersham 

 Projects 
 Vietnam weekend contributions 

 37 contacts made 
 10 pledged support 
 May be able to get sponsorship for other Post 291 events 

 Next meeting May 18 
 Buddy Check Program 

 Number of calls completed 
 

 
Commander Comments/Announcements 
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Commander Comments/Announcements – continued 
 

 

 
 

 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine 

 No report 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 No report 
 

2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 
 Holding on band schedule 
 Asking for Post based email address 

 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Jim Updike - Speaking on Americanism, youth and children, Boys State, and the Oratorical 

Contest. 
 No report 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Doug Nye 

 No report 
 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 PPP Loan 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
HISTORIAN – Rich Frauenzimmer - Speaking on the pictorial history of the Post. 

 No report 
 
SERGEANT AT ARMS - BOB GRUNDMEYER 

 No report 
 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson 

 Buddy Check project 
 Doing in phases 
 Total 1,200 calls 
 About 45% left messages 
 Several renewals 
 A few renewals paid for by Post 
 Gathering some update information 
 Next phase will be an email blast 

 Memorial Day suggestion 
 Online ceremony 

 
SERVICE OFFICER – Chase Wickersham -  

 Current VEAF balance is $59,105 
 Suggests another campaign for Veterans Day 
 Resigning as Service Officer position as of Memorial Day 

 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Burt McChesney 

 No report 
 
MEMBER AT LARGE  

 No report 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 None 
 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

 SAL Commander Tim Sullivan comments 
 SALs in position to raise money for veteran support 

 
ADJOURNED: approximately 1935 hours. 
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