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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 

215 15th Street, Newport Beach, CA 92663 
 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
Via GoToWebinar 

Wednesday, May 27, 2020 
 
Review of webinar process and key user controls 
 
Meeting called to order at approximately 1900 hours 
 
Invocation: Chaplin Ken Wilson 
Pledge of Allegiance: Commander Jon Reynolds 
 
Roll Call: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander   Bob Wine, Finance Officer   Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L.  
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian   Robert Wright, M.a.L.  
 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice   Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms    Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice  Ken Wilson, Chaplain   Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice   Vacant, Ser. Off.  Nick Giordano, M.a.L   
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Burt McChesney, Judge Adv. - excused  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L. – excused 

 
Honored Guests:  
 
Reports from Legion Family Members & Other Guests: 
 
Auxiliary – Dana Johnson, Executive Committee Member – Poppy sales continue. 
 
SAL – No representation.   
 
American Legion Yacht Club – Bruce Batcheller, Commodore – Staff Commodore Hans Witten passed away.  Starting 
Sundowner Race Series June 1 and Model Boat Series June 2.  Having an online social meeting June 13.  Tentatively 
planning the Old Glory Boat Parade pending permit approval.    
 
Honor Guard – Brian Fleming Jr., Commander – The Honor Guard is in a holding pattern.  Filmed Memorial Day 
segment.  Commander Fleming also reported the Honor Guard also participated in the Memorial Day Ceremony at the 
Nixon Library. 
 
General Membership Meeting Minutes: Commander Reynolds requested the following motion be made by the 
membership: 

M/S/C to approve the Minutes of the April 8 General Meeting Minutes. 
The motion was approved. 

 



 

2 
 

General Membership Meeting Minutes: continued 
Commander Reynolds also requested the following motion be made by the membership: 

M/S/C to approve the Minutes of the April 29 Special General Meeting Minutes. 
The motion was approved. 

 
Correspondence: The attached letters were read by the Adjutant.  
 
Officer Reports: 
 
Commander Jon Reynolds - Per projected presentation 
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Commander Jon Reynolds - continued 
 

 

 

 
Officer Reports – continued 
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Officer Reports - continued 
 
Adjutant Mike Berdine– Nothing to report. 
 
1st Vice Commander Bob Brennen – Membership – Nothing to report. 
 
2nd Vice Commander Anthony Morales – is in-charge of fund raising and entertainment for the Post.  No report.   

 Bands are ready to get back to join us. 
 
3rd Vice Commander Jim Updike – Reported on upcoming Boys State planning.   

 Reopening Committee Report 
o Scope  
o Committee has members from all Family programs and business operations 
o Cal-Osha guidelines are very detailed 
o Goal is to present plan at next E-Board meeting 
o Safety is “first and foremost” 

 
Jr. Past Commander Doug Nye – No report. 
 
Finance Officer Bob Wine – is in-charge of Post Financial Operations.   

 April 2020 compared to April 2019 

 
o Curbside service (Drive Thru) has helped keep loss low 
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Officer Reports – continued 
 
Historian Rich Frauenzimmer  –  

 Submitted KABC news story contribution to National 
 Photographed Memorial Day at Pacific View Cemetery and Castaways 

 
Sergeant at Arms Bob Grundmeyer – No report.   
 
Chaplin Ken Wilson –  

 Buddy Check update 
o Ongoing work on email campaign 

 Hans Witten passing 
 
Judge Advocate Burt McChesney – No report. 
 
Members at Large – Nothing to report. 
 
Unfinished Business 
No unfinished business. 
 
New Members 

 No new members this month 
 
New Business 

 A question was posed regarding extending Drive Thru hours 
 Part of Reopening Committee plan 

 A motion was made to allow the Auxiliary to sell Poppies on site any time the Post is open. 
 M/S/C to approve the motion was made to allow the Auxiliary to sell Poppies on site any time the Post is 

open. 
 The motion was approved 

 
Good of the Legion 

 The issue of Poppy sales by Auxiliary members on site was discussed. 
 
Chaplin Ken Wilson said the closing prayer. 
 
The Meeting was adjourned at approximately 2015 hours. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mike Berdine 
Adjutant 
Newport Harbor Post 291 of the American Legion 
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