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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

VIA GOTOWEBINAR 
THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2020 

 
GOTOWEBINAR OVERVIEW – MIKE BERDINE 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1805 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L. 
 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice – exc.  Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L. 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L. 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. – exc. 

    
Excused: Rich Frauenzimmer, Rich Whitlinger 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS: Brian Fleming, Bruce Batcheller, Dana Johnston, Frank Reinhart, Kendall 
Madsen, Tim Sullivan, Mark Johnson, Debbie Johnson 

 Mark and Debbie Johnson spoke about a VEAF fund raising effort and contribution.  
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – First Vice President Kendall Madsen (acting President) stated that Debbie Schubert stepped 
down as President of the Auxiliary.  STEP project was very successful.  Auxiliary is dark in June.  Will plan 
to have an election.  Asked for leniency from SAL concierges regarding ALA renewals because of the crisis. 

 SAL Squadron 291 – Commander Tim Sullivan gearing up.  Fishing trip was missed.  Planning a revised 
date.  The SALs are working with ALYC on the Old Glory Boat Parade planning.  It was suggested that 
Flag Day activities be coordinated with the Reopening Committee.  Renewals on track.  

 ALYC – Commodore Bruce Batcheller – Many events cancelled.  Sundowner races started June 1.  Fishing 
Tournament will likely be moved to later date.  Model boat activities are starting.  June 11 GMM will be on 
Zoom.  Video conference “happy hour” is planned.  Youth sailing sessions starting later this month.  Old 
Glory Boat Parade was approved and is being planned.  

 Honor Guard – Brian Fleming Jr. – All on standby. 
 
Minutes Approval 

 All Board members received copies of the May 7, 2020 Executive Board Minutes 
 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the May 7, 2020 Executive Board Minutes  

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the May 7, 2020 Executive Board Minutes was approved 
 

 



 
 
 

2 
 

Correspondence 
 Adjutant Mike Berdine - None to report  

 
Committee Reports 

 House Committee – Mike Berdine  
 Drive Thru project 

  
 

 Reopening Planning Committee – Jim Updike 
 Reopening proposal 

 Copies were delivered to E-Board members via email 
 Gradual reopening while maintaining safe environment 
 Jim delivered an overview of the proposal 

 
 Judicial Committee – Burt McChesney 

 Deferred to closed session 
 
Commander Comments/Announcements 
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Commander Comments/Announcements – continued 
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Commander Comments/Announcements - continued 
 

 
 
 
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine 

 No report 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 Presented by Commander Reynolds 

 
 

2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 
 Technical problem 

 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Jim Updike - Speaking on Americanism, youth and children, Boys State, and the Oratorical 

Contest. 
 Received Boys State refund from Department 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Doug Nye 

 No report 
 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 Condensed report 

 
 
 PPP 

 Term length extended 
 Will spend all funds 

 
HISTORIAN – Rich Frauenzimmer - Speaking on the pictorial history of the Post. 

 Excused - No report 
 
SERGEANT AT ARMS - BOB GRUNDMEYER 

 OD plan 
 Taking volunteers 
 Will do some training for new volunteers 

 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson 

 Buddy Check  
 Only 64 undelivered 
 Will follow up 

 
SERVICE OFFICER – Cory Vigil -  

 Reviewed the attached reports 
 USO request received 

 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Burt McChesney 

 No report 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
MEMBER AT LARGE  

 No report 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
 

 Approval of SAL Squadron 291 Officers for 2020-2021 
 There was a motion to approve the list of SAL Squadron 291 Officers for 2020-2021 

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the list of SAL Squadron 291 Officers for 2020-2021 was carried 
 

 Approval of Honor Guard uniform purchase 
 There was a motion to approve the purchase of uniforms in the amount of $726 

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the purchase of uniforms in the amount of $726 was carried 
 

 Approval of Membership Renewal campaign and discounted dues 
 There was a motion to approve the Membership Renewal campaign, contacting unrenewed members, and 

discounted dues of $130 plus $35 to renew for 2020 and 2021 
 M/S/C: The motion to approve the Membership Renewal campaign, contacting unrenewed members, 

and discounted dues of $130 plus $35 to renew for 2020 and 2021 was carried 
 

 Approval of Department Bylaws Amendment 
 There was a motion to approve the Department 

Bylaws Amendment as presented 
 M/S/C: The motion to approve the Department 

Bylaws Amendment as presented was carried 
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NEW BUSINESS - continued 
 

 Approval of Main Hall Audio/Visual Projector 
 There was a motion to approve the repair 

or replacement of the Main Hall projector 
up to a cost of $6,000  

 There was a lengthy discussion about 
the control system and the projector 

 Division of Assembly Vote  
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice - Yea 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm – Nay 
 Bob Wine - Yea 
 Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms – Yea 
 Ken Wilson, Chaplain – Yea 
 Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. – Nay 
 Robert Wright – Nay 
 Nick Giordano – Nay 
 Rich Whitlinger – Nay 
 M/S/F: The motion to approve the 

repair or replacement of the Main 
Hall projector up to a cost of $6,000 
was not carried 
 

 Approval of the Reopening Plan  
 There was a motion to approve the Reopening Plan 

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the Reopening Plan was carried 
 

 Fourth of July Raffle 
 There was a motion to conduct a Fourth of July Raffle with prizes of $3,000, $2,000 and $1,000 

 M/S/C: The motion to conduct a Fourth of July Raffle with prizes of $3,000, $2,000 and $1,000 was 
carried 

 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

 None 
 
EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION - Appx. 2030 Hours 

 Discussion about two incident reports  
 
RETURNED TO OPEN SESSION - Appx. 2055 Hours 
 
ADJOURNED: Approximately 2055 hours. 
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