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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

VIA GOTOWEBINAR 
THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2020 

 
GOTOWEBINAR OVERVIEW – MIKE BERDINE 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1805 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L. – exc 

 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L. – exc 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. – exc 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. – exc 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L. 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. – exc. 

    
Excused: Rich Whitlinger, Robert Wright, Kevin Van Otterloo, Wayne Zippi, Nick Giordano 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS: 
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – Executive Committee Member Dana Johnston.  Auxiliary was dark in June.  No report. 
 SAL Squadron 291 – Commander Tim Sullivan reported a successful Flag Day.  Approved $15,000 in 

contributions to charities last night.  Met membership goal for the year.  
 ALYC – Commodore Bruce Batcheller – Increased membership to 822.  Zoom is being used to conduct 

meetings. Sundowner races started June 1. Post-race dinners and ceremonies cancelled.  Fishing Tournament 
moved to July 25.  Model boat activities are starting.  June GMM was a webinar.  Youth sailing sessions 
starting later this month.  Old Glory Boat Parade was approved and is being planned. Sail for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired cancelled for this year.  $134,000 in the bank.  

 Honor Guard – Brian Fleming Jr. – Had first service today and other inquiries are coming in.  The team is rusty.  
So will need to start practices again as Honor Guard services are deemed essential. 

 
Minutes Approval 

 All Board members received copies of the June 4, 2020 Executive Board Minutes 
 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the June 4, 2020 Executive Board Minutes  

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the June 4, 2020 Executive Board Minutes was approved 
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Correspondence 
 Adjutant Mike Berdine - None to report  

 
Committee Reports 

 House Committee – Mike Berdine  
 Drive Thru project and Main Hall projector 

 
  

 Finance Committee – Bob Wine 
 Met June 24 

 Reviewed statements 
 Discussed PPP 
 Staffing discussed 

 Audit Committee 
 D&O and EPLI Insurance 
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Committee Reports - continued 
 Audit Committee 

 D&O – continued 

 
 

 
 

 Coverage was bound prior to July 1 expiration 
 

 Reopening Planning Committee – Jim Updike 
 County closed bars last night 
 Outside dining on patio 
 Appeal for OD volunteers 
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Committee Reports - continued 
 Donations (see also attached) 
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Commander Comments/Announcements 
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Commander Comments/Announcements – continued 
 
 

  
 
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 

 Question about open hours of Post 
 Entertainment (bands) have been notified of Post closure 

 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine 

 No report 
 Noted that Wayne Zippi joined the webinar 

 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 Presented by Commander Reynolds 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Jim Updike - Speaking on Americanism, youth and children, Boys State, and the Oratorical 

Contest. 
 Boys State update 

 June 18 through June 26 to held in Sacramento 
 Planning to contact schools Nov. 1 and Dec. 15 
 Interviews Feb. 7 and 8 

 Oratorical update 
 Up in air 
 No participation last two years 
 Too much competition 
 Will consult with District 

 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Doug Nye 

 No report 
 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 Executive Summary 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 Executive Summary - continued 
 

 
 
 Condensed P and L 

 
 
 PPP 

 Term length extended  
 Will spend all funds 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
HISTORIAN – Rich Frauenzimmer - Speaking on the pictorial history of the Post. 

 No report 
 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson 

 Buddy Check  
 General update 
 Will follow up 

 Named recent members who passed 
 Letters sent 

 
SERVICE OFFICER – Cory Vigil -  

 Attended SAL meeting 
 Coordinating assistance requests 

 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Burt McChesney 

 No report 
 OD experience is good 

 
SERGEANT AT ARMS - BOB GRUNDMEYER 

 OD plan 
 Taking volunteers 
 Thanks to Auxiliary volunteers 
 3½ to 4 hour shifts 

 
MEMBERS AT LARGE  

 No report 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
 

 Approval of D&O policy binder 
 There was a motion to approve and ratify the new D&O policy binder including the crime insurance with 

Travelers (previously noted in the meeting at a total expenditure of $8,370)  
 M/S/C: The motion to approve and ratify the new D&O policy binder including the crime insurance with 

Travelers was carried 
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 Approval of recommended donations 
 There was a motion to approve a contribution of $1,000 to Bob Hope USO of Orange County 

 M/S/C: The motion to approve a contribution of $1,000 to Bob Hope USO of Orange County was carried 
 

 Approval of Marina dock repairs 
 There was a motion to approve repair of three dock fingers in the amount not to exceed $27,000 (per Swift 

Slips February 2020 proposal) 
 M/S/C: The motion to approve repair of three dock fingers in the amount not to exceed $27,000 was 

carried 
 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

 Chaplain Ken Wilson commented that the Buddy Check program was completed.  He went on to encourage 
all to maintain the spirit of the Buddy Check project and stay in touch with at risk members. 

 
ADJOURNED: Approximately 1930 hours. 
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