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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

VIA GOTOWEBINAR 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2020 

 
GOTOWEBINAR OVERVIEW – MIKE BERDINE 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1805 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L. – exc 

 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L. 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. – exc 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L – exc. 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian – exc.  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. – exc. 

    
Excused: Rich Frauenzimmer, Rich Whitlinger, Kevin Van Otterloo, Eric Schroeder, Nick Giordano 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS: Cindy Edes, Dana Johnston, Tim Sullivan, Bruce Batcheller 
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – President Cindy Edes and Executive Board Member Dana Johnston. President Cindy Edes 
introduced herself.  Both Cindy and Dana spoke about the Pendleton Baby Shower with collection through 
August 21.  

 SAL Squadron 291 – Commander Tim Sullivan reported online membership renewals are coming in.  
Approved $10,500 in contributions to charities done this month.  Making preliminary plans for the year.  

 ALYC – Commodore Bruce Batcheller – Increased membership to 830.  Zoom is being used to conduct 
meetings.  Cal 22 involved in accident three weeks ago.  Reciprocity at other clubs limited due to COVID. 
Upcoming ALYC elections being planned.  Refraction Regatta this weekend.  Sundowners continuing.  
Model boat activities are continuing.  ALYC GMM is next week with guest speaker.  Youth sailing is going well 
and considering continuing it into the fall.  Late summer cruise to Catalina is planned.  $135,000 in the bank.  

 Honor Guard – Commander Brian Fleming Jr. – Getting more requests for private services and cancellations of 
public events. 

 
Minutes Approval 

 All Board members received copies of the July 2, 2020 Executive Board Minutes 
 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the July 2, 2020 Executive Board Minutes  

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the July 2, 2020 Executive Board Minutes was approved 
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Correspondence 
 Adjutant Mike Berdine - None to report  

 
Committee Reports 

 House Committee – Mike Berdine  
 Drive Thru project and Main Hall projector 

 
 

 
 Seawall cap 

 Continuing discussion with the City  
 Will try to schedule after the current crisis 
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 Finance Committee – Bob Wine 
 Met July 22 

 Reviewed statements 
 SAL financial statements not available for review 
 Discussed PPP loan and forgiveness 
 Complicated process 
 Staffing discussed 

 Moved some funds from Wells Fargo to Bank of America 
 Business savings account v CD 
 Audit Committee 

 
 Reopening Planning Committee – Jim Updike 

 Employee morale is good 
 Mask wearing  
 OD meeting this Saturday 
 Compiling Q and A response list for employees and ODs 

 
 Donations – Cory Vigil  
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 Donations – Cory Vigil – continued 

 
 

 Marketing and Communications – Chase Wickersham 
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 Marketing and Communications – Chase Wickersham – continued 

 New Member Welcome 
 Draft script 

 
 Chase is encouraging utilization of the Marketing Committee 
 New Member Welcome 

 Need to have a written plan  
 
Commander Comments/Announcements – next page 
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Commander Comments/Announcements 
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Commander Comments/Announcements – continued 

 
 

 
  

OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine 

 No report 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 No report 
 
2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 

 No report 
 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Jim Updike - Speaking on Americanism, youth and children, Boys State, and the Oratorical 

Contest. 
 Boys State – no update 
 Oratorical update 

 Up in air 
 Has contacted District – no response 
 Is recommending not participating in Oratorical this year 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Doug Nye 

 No report 
 
SARGENT AT ARMS – Bob Grundmeyer 

 Upcoming meeting with ODs to go over process and rules 
 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson 

 Gene Anderson in hospital 
 Al Yarington in hospital 
 Ready to help with services 

 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 P and L Summary 

 
 

 Cash position helped by PPP loan 
 New Bank of America account is temporarily too high 

 
 
SERVICE OFFICER – Cory Vigil -  

 Received request from American Veterans Assistance Group for funds 
 Rejected request  
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Burt McChesney 

 No report 
 
MEMBERS AT LARGE  

 No report 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
 

 There was a motion to move the start time of future E-Board Meetings to 6:30 pm  
 M/S/C: The motion to move the start time of future E-Board Meetings to 6:30 pm was carried 

 
 Parking rules  

 Guest cars parked in lot under member card 
 Still under discussion 

 
 New Member Welcome  

o Need plan outline before proceeding 
 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

 Parking rules  
 Guest cars parked in lot under member card 
 Still under discussion 

 
 New Member Welcome  

o Need plan outline before proceeding 
 
MOVED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION at approximately 1957 hours 

 COVID issue update 
 
RETURNED FROM EXECUTIVE TO OPEN SESSION at approximately 2005 hours 
 
 
ADJOURNED: Approximately 2005 hours. 
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