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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

VIA GOTOWEBINAR 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2020 

 
GOTOWEBINAR OVERVIEW – MIKE BERDINE 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1805 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L. – exc 

 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L. 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L – exc. 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 

    
Excused: Rich Whitlinger, Eric Schroeder 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS: Cindy Edes, Dana Johnston, Tim Sullivan, Bruce Batcheller, Frank 
Reinhart, Hector Storman  
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – President Cindy Edes.  President Cindy Edes introduced herself.  Pendleton Baby 
Shower was successful.  Blood Drive to held in October 12.  Working on Troop Shipping - November 7. 

 SAL Squadron 291 – Note: Out of sequence - Commander Tim Sullivan reported a successful PTSD fishing 
trip.  Bank balance is about $130,000.  36 new members this month.  Working on plans for upcoming 
events.  

 ALYC – Commodore Bruce Batcheller – Increased membership to 835.  Zoom is being used to conduct 
meetings.  Both sailboats in service.  Preparing for elections.  Created Fleet Surgeon position to be filled by 
Dr. George Rappard. Last Sundowner race September 14.  Model boat season ended.  Two cruises coming 
up. Youth Sailing very successful with receipts of about $8,000.  $130,000 in the bank.  

 Honor Guard – Commander Brian Fleming Jr. – Continuing to get more requests for private services – one every 
week or two. 

 
Minutes Approval 

 All Board members received copies of the August 6, 2020 Executive Board Minutes 
 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the August 6, 2020 Executive Board Minutes  

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the August 6, 2020 Executive Board Minutes was carried. 
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Correspondence 
 Adjutant Mike Berdine - None to report  

 
Committee Reports 

 House Committee – Mike Berdine  
 Drive Thru and Patio Sales 

 
 

 
  

 Finance Committee – Bob Wine 
 Met August 26 

 Reviewed statements 
 SAL financial statement reviewed 

 Need some enhancements 
 Discussed PPP loan and forgiveness 
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 Finance Committee – continued 
 Cash in banks 

 Over FDIC limits 
 Authorized opening a new account with Farmers and Merchants Bank 

 
 Reopening Planning Committee – Jim Updike 

 Many changes 
 Looking to expand to indoor dining 
 Potential events being studied 

 
 Donations – Cory Vigil  

 
 Approved 9 of 24 assistance requests (see also attachment) 

 Jacobo (Army & USMC) Storage Fees for $1023.00 VLI referred  
 Smith (Navy) Rental Assistance. Family went on furlough from employment due to pandemic. Will start 

collecting unemployment. 
 Powell (USMC) referred by VOA for rental $440.00 and $89.92 public utility assistance.  
 Ching (Coast Guard) $100 in gas cards for travel assistance as college re-opened. Student veteran.  
 D’amico (USMC) needed help with $69.00 cellular phone bill and $25.00 Target and $20 gas card. 
 Duncan (Army) rental assistance for the amount of $840.00 and $100.00 in gas cards. 
 Bates (USMC) motel voucher as family lost apartment. $658.00 Housing will be ready by next week through 

Families Forward. 
 Berman (Army) Rental assistance for the amount of $862.00. Unemployment starts in September.  
 Johnson (Navy) $100 Walmart cards and $50 gas cards. Homeless awaiting VOA EHA Program.  
 Total for the month: $5,902 
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Commander Comments/Announcements 
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Commander Comments/Announcements – continued 

 
 

 
  

OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine 

 No report 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 No report 
 
2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 

 No report 
 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Jim Updike - Speaking on Americanism, youth and children, Boys State, and the Oratorical 

Contest. 
 No report 
 Encouraged support of the Blood Drive 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Doug Nye 

 Has contacted Department about delayed dues payment 
 One payment subsequently received 

 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 P and L Summary 

 
 

 Gross income down 
 Loss this year in Net Income 
 Membership (dues) doing well 
 Tax return copy sent to all E-Board members 

 
HISTORIAN – Rich Frauenzimmer 

 No report 
 Comments 

 Model yachting continues on Tuesday nights 
 Google page hours of operation incorrect 

 
SARGEANT AT ARMS – Bob Grundmeyer 

 No report 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson 

 62 deaths reported  
 Will post at GMM 

 New Member Greeting Project 
 Calls being made 
 Added two questions 

 Gene Anderson 
 In wheelchair at home 
 Assistance being provided 

 
SERVICE OFFICER – Cory Vigil  

 No report  
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Burt McChesney 

 No report 
 
MEMBERS AT LARGE  

 No report 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 VEAF fund raiser   
 A motion was made to authorize a VEAF fund raising event for the fall 

 M/S/C: The motion to authorize a VEAF fund raising event for the fall was carried 
 Plan to be made 

 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

 Parking rules  
 Guest cars parked in lot under member card 
 Still under discussion 

 
 New Member Welcome  

o Need plan outline before proceeding 
 
MOVED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION at approximately 1957 hours 

 COVID issue update 
 
RETURNED FROM EXECUTIVE TO OPEN SESSION at approximately 2005 hours 
 
 
ADJOURNED: Approximately 1930 hours. 
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Amended
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