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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

VIA GOTOWEBINAR 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2020 

 
GOTOWEBINAR OVERVIEW – MIKE BERDINE 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1835 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L. 
 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L. – exc. 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. – exc. 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. – exc. 

    
Excused: Robert Wright, Kevin Van Otterloo, Nick Giordano 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS: Cindy Edes, Dana Johnston, Tim Sullivan, Bruce Batcheller, Sverre 
Thomasson  
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – President Cindy Edes.  Blood Drive to held in October 12.  Working on Troop Shipping – 
Barrels set out.  Packing scheduled for November 7.   

 SAL Squadron 291 – Vice Commander Jeff Gottfredson - Reported donations continue to be made by the 
SALs.  Membership renewals on track.  Fishing trip a success.  

 ALYC – Commodore Bruce Batcheller – Increased membership to 843. Renewal activities starting.  Emerald 
Bay cruise was successful.  Preparing for elections.  Frank Reinhart is committee chair.  Last Sundowner 
race September 14.  Model boat season ended.  Certified Skipper process being improved.  Youth Sailing 
for fall being planned.  Cruise to Dana Point being planned.  Fishing tournament is being planned.  
$100,000 in the bank. D and O coverage cost jumped from $900 to $19,000.  All non-profits paying more.  
Looking at a dues increase for 2021.  Planning for Newport Harbor Christmas Boat Parade. 

 Honor Guard – Commander Brian Fleming Jr. – Weekly practice continuing.  Down to 18 members from 28.  
Continuing to get more requests for private services – one every week or two. 

 
Minutes Approval 

 All Board members received copies of the September 3, 2020 Executive Board Minutes 
 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the September 3, 2020 Executive Board Minutes  

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the September 3, 2020 Executive Board Minutes was carried. 
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Correspondence 
 Adjutant Mike Berdine – Read attached September 3 email from Hector Storman and key points of attached AL 

291 Marketing and Communications Committee Minutes into the record. 
 
Committee Reports 

 House Committee – Mike Berdine  
 Drive Thru and Patio Sales 
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Committee Reports 
 House Committee – Mike Berdine  

 Main Hall projector 
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Committee Reports 
 House Committee – continued  

 Main Hall projector 

     
 

  
 

  
 



 
 
 

5 
 

Committee Reports 
 House Committee – continued  

 Main Hall projector 
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Committee Reports - continued 
 Finance Committee – Bob Wine 

 Met September 30 
 Reviewed statements 
 SAL financial statement  

 Not available 
 Difficult to reconcile membership income – Department to Post numbers 

 Next meeting October 28 
 

 Reopening Planning Committee – Jim Updike 
 Orange County status on hold until October 15 

 
 Audit Committee – Sverre Thomasson 
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Committee Reports - continued 
 Audit Committee - continued 

 
 

 Donations – Cory Vigil  

 
 Approved assistance requests  
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Committee Reports - continued 
 Donations – continued 

  
 
 
Commander Comments/Announcements  
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Commander Comments/Announcements - continued 
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Commander Comments/Announcements – continued 
 

 
 

 
 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine 

 No report 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 Commander Jon Reynolds presented the below membership update 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 
2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 

 No report 
 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Jim Updike - Speaking on Americanism, youth and children, Boys State, and the Oratorical 

Contest. 
 Boys State will start soon 
 Asked for volunteers to assist  
 All activities likely to be done via webinar 
 Encouraged Blood Drive support 

 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Doug Nye 

 Susan Howe passed away 
 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 Cash Flow 

 

 



 
 
 

12 
 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 P and L 

 

 
 New bank account 
 Gross income down 
 Bank is not yet ready to process the PPP loan application  

 
HISTORIAN – Rich Frauenzimmer 

 No report 
 
SARGEANT AT ARMS – Bob Grundmeyer 

 OD participation 
 Thanks 
 If comfortable visiting the Post then should help with OD duty 

 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson 

 Condolence cards sent 
 Working with Marketing and Communications to complete new member calls 

 Very positive responses 
 
SERVICE OFFICER – Cory Vigil  

 No report  
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Burt McChesney 

 No report 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 MEMBERS AT LARGE  

 Eric Schroeder expressed concerned about membership  
 High percentage of Vietnam era membership 
 Upcoming membership count shrinkage  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Main Hall projector purchase 
 A motion was made to authorize the purchase of the Epson Pro 1070 projector and have it installed at a 

cost of $7,302. 
 M/S/C: The motion to authorize the purchase of the Epson Pro 1070 projector and have it installed 

at a cost of $7,302 was carried. 
 Discussion included questions about the need and timing of the purchase 

 Kitchen repair 
 A motion was made to authorize the repair of the wall in the kitchen at a cost not to exceed $12,000. 

 M/S/C: The motion to authorize the repair of the wall in the kitchen at a cost not to exceed $12,000 
was carried. 

 Umbrella Purchase 
 A motion was made to authorize the purchase of three Shadowspec umbrellas at a cost of $16,200. 

 M/S/C: The motion to authorize the purchase of three Shadowspec umbrellas at a cost of $16,200 
was carried. 

 Audit Committee 
 A motion was made to approve the three above noted recommendations of the Audit Committee subject 

to the Finance Officer creating a monthly summary report. 
 M/S/C: The motion to approve the three above noted recommendations of the Audit Committee 

subject to the Finance Officer creating a monthly summary report was carried. 
 Discussion included comments about Recommendation 3 and need for transparency 

 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

 Anthony Morales suggests 
 making Post Legionnaire and Family applications available on the patio 
 moving signage next to the Hut to make it more visible 

 Bruce Batcheller spoke about a recent report of a veteran suicide and the need to continue to reach out to 
recent veterans 

 
ADJOURNED: Approximately 2100 hours. 
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