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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

VIA GOTOWEBINAR 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2020 

 
GOTOWEBINAR OVERVIEW – MIKE BERDINE 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1835 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Rich Whitlinger, M.a.L. 
 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L. – exc. 
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms – exc.  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian – exc.  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. – exc. 

    
Excused: Robert Wright, Kevin Van Otterloo, Nick Giordano 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS: Frank Reinhart, Chase Wickersham, Cindy Edes, Dana Johnston, Tim 
Sullivan, Bruce Batcheller, Sverre Thomasson  
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – Adjutant Berdine read President Cindy Edes’s report.  Blood Drive was held October 12.  
Troop Shipping will be packed this Saturday.  Raffle envelope stuffing will be done November 9. 7 Auxiliary E-
Board members to attend Nov. 11 Veterans Day Ceremony. 

 SAL Squadron 291 – Commander Tim Sullivan – Meeting last night.  Reported donations continue to be 
made by the SALs.  Boat Parade sales doing well.  $180,000 in the bank. 

 ALYC – Rear Commodore Tommy Wheeler – Increased membership to 874.  Bank balance is $110,000.  
Renewal activities starting.  Cruise to Dana Point was lightly attended.  Youth Sailing for fall delayed.  
Fishing tournament will be held this Saturday.  Elections to be done on line.  Planning for Newport Harbor 
Christmas Boat Parade.  Commodore’s Ball to be rescheduled.  January GMM to be online.  SCYA Club of 
the Year prep going well. 

 Honor Guard – Commander Brian Fleming Jr. – Several events on the schedule for next few days.  Increasing 
the member recruiting efforts.  Outlined the Veterans Day plans. 

 
Minutes Approval 

 All Board members received copies of the October 1, 2020 Executive Board Minutes 
 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the October 1, 2020 Executive Board Minutes  

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the October 1 Executive Board Minutes was carried. 
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Correspondence 
 Adjutant Mike Berdine – No correspondence. 

 
Committee Reports 

 House Committee – Mike Berdine  
 Drive Thru and Patio Sales 

 
 

 
  

 Reopening Planning Committee – Jim Updike 
 Infections resurging 
 Thanks to Brian Fleming Jr. for helping with events 
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Committee Reports - continued 
 Marketing and Communications Committee – Ken Wilson 

 
 

 Chase Wickersham presented the following Planned Giving overview 
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Committee Reports - continued 
 Marketing and Communications Committee – continued 

 Chase Wickersham Planned Giving  

 

  
 Donations – Cory Vigil  

 See next page 



 
 
 

5 
 

Committee Reports - continued 
 Donations – Cory Vigil  
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Committee Reports - continued 
 Donations – Cory Vigil - continued 

 
 Approved assistance requests  

 
Commander Comments/Announcements  
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine - continued 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine - continued 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine – continued 

 

 
 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 No report 
 

 
2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 

 No report 
 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Jim Updike - Speaking on Americanism, youth and children, Boys State, and the Oratorical 

Contest. 
 Boys State scheduled for 6/18/21 to 6/26/21 

 Timing outlined 
 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Doug Nye 

 No report 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 Condensed P and L statement 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 Cashflow 

 

 
 

 
 PPP Loan 

 Deadline 2 years from date of loan 
 If not apply 10 months after issuance, payments start 

 September 2021 
 Planned giving 

 Republic Bank 
 Bob recommends supporting planned giving  
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 
HISTORIAN – Rich Frauenzimmer 

 Excused - No report 
 
SARGEANT AT ARMS – Bob Grundmeyer 

 OD participation 
 Need more help 
 Hours reduced – Just Saturday and Sunday 
 Use judgement if very slow 

 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson 

 Condolence cards sent 
 Reports are delayed 

 New member contacts continuing 
 
SERVICE OFFICER – Cory Vigil  

 Visited Bahia Corinthian Yacht Club today 
 Will contribute $10,000 to VEAF and $5,000 to Post general fund 

 Read thank you letter from family of veteran helped by VEAF and referral to VA 
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Burt McChesney 

 Petition from Hector Storman action review 
 Process – May be read at upcoming General Membership Meeting 

 Depends on ruling from Department about need to advance the petition if it violates California 
Corporation code 

 
MEMBERS AT LARGE  

 No report 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 Riverside American Legion 

 Damaged and vandalized 
 Insurance may not cover all costs 
 A motion was made to authorize a contribution to the Riverside American Legion Post in the amount of 

$2,500 
 M/S/C: The motion to authorize a contribution to the Riverside American Legion Post in the amount 

of $2,500 was carried. 
 Membership database update 

 A motion was made to authorize the funding of the database update project at a cost not to exceed 
$1,500. 
 M/S/C: The motion to authorize the funding of the database update project at a cost not to exceed 

$1,500 was carried. 
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GOOD OF THE LEGION 
 Reminders 

 COVID restrictions likely will stay in place for foreseeable future 
 Stay home if you can 

 
ADJOURNED: Approximately 2030 hours. 


