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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

VIA GOTOWEBINAR 
THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 2020 

 
GOTOWEBINAR OVERVIEW – MIKE BERDINE 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1835 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Ken Wilson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Jon Reynolds 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Burt McChesney, Judge Advocate  Brian Fleming Jr., M.a.L. 
 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Robert Wright, M.a.L.  
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms   Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. – exc. 
 Jim Updike, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Nick Giordano, M.a.L.  

    
Excused: Kevin Van Otterloo 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS: Bob Carolan, Dan Ferrari, Evin Planto, John Lindgren, Mike Lipscombe, 
Chase Wickersham, Tommy Wheeler 
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – President Cindy Edes – March 8 poppy stuffing. Collecting for Bags of Love and Troop 
Shipping.  Membership renewals going OK.   

 SAL Squadron 291 – Commander Tim Sullivan – Not shown as attending at start of meeting.  
 ALYC – Commodore Bruce Batcheller – Membership renewal = 765 .  Bank balance = $191,000.  Online 

events held and planned.  Hut refresh committee formed. 
 Honor Guard – Commander Brian Fleming Jr. – Steady activity compared to past years.  Practices being done. 

Practice started forn Department and National Convention competitions.   
 
Minutes Approval 

 All Board members received copies of the February 4, 2020 Executive Board Minutes 
 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the February 4, 2020 Executive Board Minutes  

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the February 4, Executive Board Minutes was carried. 
 
Correspondence 

 Adjutant Mike Berdine – None to report 



 
 
 

2 
 

 
Committee Reports 

 House Committee – Mike Berdine  
 Drive Thru and Patio Sales 
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Committee Reports - continued 
 Finance Committee – Bob  

 Met February 17 
 Followed routine agenda 
 Reviewed Post and SAL financial statements 

 SAL statements are improving 
 PPP loans – forgiveness and new loan – being processed 
 Employee tax credits program being explored 
 Capital budgeting discussed 

 
 Election Committee – Mike Lipscombe 

 Direction for voting options (A – in person or B - online) should be made at April meeting 
 Question and answers about voting process and proposed rules 

 Concern about length of time for meeting end election process 
 Concern about low turnout if online 

 Notification to members 
 Members to notified both email (if have email) and USPS hard copy (if no meail) 

 Why not have in person voting? 
 Will explore other options 

 
 Donations Committee – Cory Vigil 

 $16,000 + spent from VEAF account 
 Balance $97,000 + 

 Will cut demand for Post 291 assistance for next 60 days 
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Committee Reports - continued 
 Donations Committee – continued 

 
 Marketing Communications – Chase Wickersham 

 Fourth of July 
 May be able to improve financial results 

 

 
 

 Need to start contribution solicitations early 
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Committee Reports - continued 
 Marketing Communications Committee – continued 

 Reviewed some activities 
 Chase Wickersham announced his resignation 

 
Commander Comments/Announcements 
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Commander Comments/Announcements – continued 

 
 

 
 
 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
ADJUTANT – Mike Berdine 

 No report 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 No report 
 The Commander  

presented a Membership Summary  
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Bob Brennen– Membership 

 No report 
 The Commander spoke about a 

membership promotion going to 
Drive Thru customers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 

 Alerting bands may open in May or June 
 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Jim Updike - Speaking on Americanism, youth and children, Boys State, and the Oratorical 

Contest. 
 Boys State 

 25 candidates selected out of a field of 30 
 Recognized committee members 
 To be held virtually 

 Election Voting Committee 
 Outlined process 
 Test with E-Board members planned 
 

JR. PAST COMMANDER – Doug Nye 
 House Committee needs to consider staying open later 
 Gene Anderson illness 

 
 
Continued next page
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 
FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 Cash flow projection 

 

 

 
 
 

Continued next page
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  

 Profit and Loss 

 
 
 PPP loan update 

 Loan forgiveness in process 
 New loan 

 Bank requested some documents that are not used by Post 
 Other documents requested 
 In process 

 
HISTORIAN – Richard Frauenzimmer 

 No report 
 
SERGEANT AT ARMS – Bob Grundmeyer 

 No report 
 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson 

 New members were contacted 
 Calls being made to members 

 
 
Continued next page 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS - continued 
 
SERVICE OFFICER – Cory Vigil  

 VEAF Memorial Day Campaign being planned 
 VEAF report 

 

 
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Burt McChesney 

 No report 
 
MEMBERS AT LARGE  

 Comment was made to be positive and move forward 
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: (late admission to webinar).   

 SAL Squadron 291 – Commander Tim Sullivan – Presented with Largest Squadron Award.  Membership 
up.  $137,000 in bank.  All board members rerunning.  May 28 and 29 Golf and fishing tournament 
moving forward. Art Jimenez condition is improving.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 A motion was made to approve the2021 Election Rules and Election Campaign Rules as presented 

 M/S/C: The motion to approve the 2021 Election Rules and Election Campaign Rules as presented 
carried. 

 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

 None 
 
ADJOURNED: Approximately 2115 hours. 


