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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
215 15th Street, Newport Beach, CA 92663 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021 

Meeting called to order at approximately 1900 hours 

The Colors were advanced. 
Invocation: Chaplin Ken Wilson 
Pledge of Allegiance: Commander Jon Reynolds 
POW/MIA Ceremony: Kevin Van Otterloo  
Recited the Preamble of the Constitution of The American Legion: lead by Commander Jon Reynolds 

Roll Call: 
 Jon Reynolds, Commander  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
 Mike Berdine, Adjutant  Robert Wright, M.a.L.  
 Bob Brennen, 1st Vice   Brian Fleming, Jr., M.a.L   
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice   Wayne Zippi, M.a.L.  
 Cindy Baker, 3rd Vice   Nick Giordano, M.a.L – exc. 
 Doug Nye, Jr. Past Comm. 

 Bob Wine, Finance Officer  
 Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian – exc. 
 Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms – exc. 
 Ken Wilson, Chaplain  
 Cory Vigil, Ser. Officer  
 Burt McChesney, Judge Adv. – exc.  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L.  

Honored Guests:  Bob Brower, Dan Ferrari 

Reports from Legion Family Members & Other Guests: 

Auxiliary – Dana Johnston, Executive Committee Member – Poppy month was a success.  Garage sales this coming 
Saturday.  Renewals starting. 

Sons of the American Legion – Tim Sullivan, Commander – Met membership goal met.  Fins and Fairways review – 
raised $40,000.  Flag Day event is planned on the boardwalk. 

American Legion Yacht Club – Tommy Wheeler, Vice Commodore – Supplied an overview of ALYC activities including 
club sailboats, Monday night racing, past and upcoming cruises, and model sailing.   

Honor Guard – Brian Fleming Jr., Commander – Review of Honor Guard purpose and activities.  Staffing is a continuing 
challenge.  New members added. 

General Membership Meeting Minutes: Commander Reynolds requested the following motion be made by the 

members 
A motion was made to approve the Minutes of the May  General Meeting.   
Discussion: Part of the document is hard to read because of small lettering. 
M/S/F the motion to approve the Minutes of the May General Meeting failed. 
The document will be edited for approval at next month’s meeting. 
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Correspondence 
None to report 

Officer Reports: 

Commander Jon Reynolds - Per projected presentation 
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Officer Reports – continued 

Adjutant Mike Berdine – No Adjutant report 

1st Vice Commander Bob Brennen – Membership – No report. 
Commander comment: Membership Summary 

2nd Vice Commander Anthony Morales 
 Entertainment is being planned 

3rd  Vice Commander Cindy Baker 
 Boys State activity overview 

Jr. Past Commander Doug Nye – No report. 

Continued next page 
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Officer Reports – continued 

Finance Officer Bob Wine – Post Financial Operations. 

Revenue and Expenditures 

Cash Flow 
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Officer Reports – continued 

Historian Rich Frauenzimmer – No report 

Sergeant at Arms Bob Grundmeyer – No report 

Chaplin Ken Wilson 
Buddy Calls starting again 

 400 members being called
Condolence cards sent 

Service Officer Cory Vigil 
Review of Memorial Day VEAF 

 Successful campaign
 Overview of VEAF

Judge Advocate Burt McChesney – No report. 

Members at Large – No report. 
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Unfinished Business 
Constitution and Bylaws revision 

 First reading at last meeting
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Unfinished Business- continued 
 Constitution and Bylaws – continued
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Unfinished Business- continued 
 Constitution and Bylaws – continued
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Unfinished Business- continued 
 Constitution and Bylaws – continued

 Questions
 Possible conflict in 5.3.1 regarding a voting majority v 2/3

 Two different issues/topics are being referenced
 Overruling requires a higher threshold than simple approval

 Observation - Small percentage of Post members actually vote
 Change from 25 members to 5% (at current membership = 200) does not seem reasonable

A motion was made to defer approval of the revised bylaws for sixty days 
Discussion 

 Delay may not benefit the process
M/S/C the motion to defer approval of the revised bylaws for sixty days carried. 
The approval vote will be delayed to the August meeting. 
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Unfinished Business- continued 
Constitution and Bylaws – continued 

A motion was made for the Executive Board to provide an underlined version of changes made to the 
current Constitution and Bylaws 

M/S/C the motion for the Executive Board to provide an underlined version of changes made to the 
current Constitution and Bylaws carried.  

New Business 
Delegates and Alternates 

Proposed list circulated 

Continued next page 
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New Business 
Delegates and Alternates - continued 

A motion was made to approve the delegates and alternates as presented 
M/S/C the motion to approve the delegates and alternates as presented carried. 

Good of the Legion 
Comment regarding the need for transparency in committee meetings 
Commander comments 
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Chaplain Ken Wilson said the closing prayer. 

The Meeting was adjourned at approximately 2115 hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Berdine 
Adjutant 
Newport Harbor Post 291 of the American Legion 




