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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
215 15th Street, Newport Beach, CA 92663 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, 11 August 2021 

 

Meeting called to order at 1901 hours.   

The Colors were advanced. 
Invocation: Chaplin Ken Wilson 
Pledge of Allegiance: 1st Vice Cmdr.,  
POW/MIA Ceremony: Kevin Van Otterloo 
Recited the Preamble of the Constitution of The American Legion: lead by 1st Vice Cmdr., Brian Fleming Jr. 

 
Roll Call: 

Evin Planto, Commander  Bob Wine, Finance Officer Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
David Zamudio, Adjutant Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Dennis De Rosia, M.a.L.  
Brian Fleming Jr., 1st Vice Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms. Mike Shubert, M.a.L 
Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice Ken Wilson, Chaplain Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
Cindy Baker, 3rd Vice Cory Vigil, Ser. Officer Nick Giordano, M.a.L.  
Jon Reynolds, Jr. Past Comm. Ed Infante, Judge Adv.. Eric Schroeder, M.a.L. 

 
Acting Commander: 1st Vice Cmdr., Brian Fleming Jr. 
Excused: Evin Planto, Anthony Morales, Mike Shubert, Dennis De Rosia, Bob Wine 
Meeting has a Quorum 
 
Honored Guests: 
Nick Berardino, Robert Brower, Bill Cook, Bob Ferarri 

 Spoke about OC Veteran’s Cemetery 
 
Reports from Legion Family Members & Other Guests: 

 
Auxiliary – Dana Johnston, 2nd Vice President 

 2022 Membership Renewal opens 7/14 
 Raised $4k for Camp Pendleton Baby Shower, very successful 
 Collect school supplies for children in Camp Pendleton. 
 Spoke of other upcoming events 

 
Sons of the American Legion – Tim Sullivan, Commander 

 Planning 9/11 event 
 Planning December Boat Parade 
 Spoke of other upcoming events. 
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American Legion Yacht Club – Bruce Batcheller, Commodore 

 Sundowners weekly - Last month of that season 
 Model yacht- Every Tuesday 
 GMM tomorrow night 6:30PM 
 Refraction Regatta 8/15 
 Catalina cruise to Corsair Yacht Club 9/10-12 

. 
Honor Guard – Brian Fleming Jr., Commander  

 47 Events Completed (4 additional pending for this month) 
 21 active Members 
 Averaging approximately 6+ per month 
 Solicited for more members to join 

 
General Membership Meeting Minutes: 1st Vice Cmdr. requested the following motion be made by the members. 

 A motion was made to approve the Minutes of the 14 July 2021 General Meeting. 
 M/S/C- Motion carried unanimously 

 
 
Correspondence 

 None to Report 
 
Officer Reports: 

 
Commander Evin Planto - Absent 

 
 

Adjutant, David Zamudio  
 Spoke about House Committee improvement to post 
 Spoke about Seawall Update 
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Officer Reports- Continued 
 
1st Vice Commander Brian Fleming Jr. –  

 Spoke about membership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd Vice Commander Anthony Morales 
 Absent- No Report 

 
 

3rd Vice Commander Cindy Baker 
 Boys State 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Jr. Past Commander Jon Reynolds –  

 No Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Officer Reports- Continued on Next Page 
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Officer Reports- Continued 
 
Finance Officer Bob Wine – Post Financial Operations. 

 Condensed Business & Membership Revenue & Expenditures 
 Read by Adjutant, broad overview 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Condensed Cash Flow Projection (8/3 – 10/31/21) 
 Read by Adjutant, broad overview 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historian Rich Frauenzimmer  
 No Report 

 
 
 

Officer Reports- Continued on Next Page 
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Officer Reports- Continued 
 
Sergeant at Arms Bob Grundmeyer  
 Spoke about completed OD Guidelines 
 Located behind the bar 

 
Chaplin Ken Wilson 

 Discussed about connecting to “Creative Design” 
 
Service Officer Cory Vigil 

 Monthly Service Officer report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Donation Committee Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judge Advocate Ed Infante 

 No Report 
 
 

Officer Reports- Continued on Next Page 
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Officer Reports- Continued 
 
Members at Large  

 No Reports 
 
 
Induction of New Member 

 Names read of 78 New Members 
 Motion presented to add new members to Post 291 

o M/S/C- Motion carried unanimously 
 Acting Commander, Brian Fleming Jr. reads rules and welcomes new members 

 
Unfinished Business 
 Revisited carried motion of 09 June 2021 GMM: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Jr. Past Commander is recognized and proceeds to give some historical perspective on the reasoning for the 

update on the proposed bylaws and why this needs to be brought to a vote for approval tonight.  
 Questions are asked from membership and answered. 
 Motion is made to accept the proposed bylaw changes. 
 Acting Commander, Brian Fleming Jr. calls for a second and opens for discussion. 

o Heated discussion on bylaw changes.  
o Point of Order- Members are reminded they are only allowed to speak on the matter twice. 

 Member, in good standing, brings a motion to the general membership: 
o “I would like to make a motion that the bylaw committee be reconstituted and propose proposed bylaws 

be submitted to the new committee and have given until the next general membership meeting. 
o Acting Commander states this should be in new business but allows discussion to go forward since it is 

part of original intent. 
o Heated discussion ensues, members are reminded they can only speak on the matter twice. 
o Acting Commander, Brian Fleming Jr. address current motion and ask for a second. 
o Discussion opens again, several members speak.  

 
Unfinished Business- Continued on Next Page 



 

11 August 2021   GMM Minutes   Page 7 of 7  

 
Unfinished Business- Continued 
 

o Acting Commander, Brian Fleming Jr. restates the motion and calls for a second, received, and opens for 
discussion. 

o No discussion. 
o Moves to vote, too close to call, Adjutant requests “move to count” from Acting Commander. 
o Sgt.-at- Arms counts the votes: 

 Aye- 26 
 Nay- 41 
 Motion does not carry 

 
 
 Acting Commander, Brian Fleming Jr. restates original motion to accept propose bylaw changes.  
 Receives Second, ask for discussion. 
 Discussion amongst membership. 
 Moves to Vote. 
 M/S/D/C- Motion carries by overwhelming majority (2/3), including new members. Loud response. Count not 

needed. Motion Carries 
 

 
New Business 
 Member, in good standing, brings a motion to the general membership 

o “I move that this motion be placed before the general membership for a vote” 
o “That the American Legion Newport Harbor Post 291 endorse and support the Veterans Cemetery 

Coalition and its efforts to build a California Veterans Cemetery in Orange County on the Gypsum 
Canyon site in th city of Anaheim” 

o M/S/C- Motion carried unanimously 
 
 

 
Good of the Legion 
 Member makes comment regarding the need for transparency in committee meetings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chaplain Ken Wilson said the closing prayer. 
 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 2049 hrs. 
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