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Auxiliary Unit 291
Dana Johnston, Legislative Chair

• Baby Shower last weekend
o Camp Pendleton – supported 45 new moms
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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

THURSDAY, 03 FEB 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1830 hrs. 
INVOCATION:  Kevin VanOtterloo 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander, Evin Planto 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Evin Planto, Commander  Unappointed, Judge Advocate  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
 Brian Fleming Jr., 1st Vice   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L.  
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms   Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 
 Cindy Baker, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Jon Reynolds, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Mike Schubert, M.a.L. 
 David Zamudio, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Dennis DeRosia, M.a.L.  

    
Excused: B Grundmeyer, K Wilson  
MEETING HAS QUORUM 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS:  
Bob Carolan 
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – 2nd Vice, Dana Johnston 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SAL Squadron 291 – Tim Sullivan, Commander 
 Spoke about upcoming events 
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American Legion Yacht Club
Rear Commodore, Mickey Bennett

Membership:
• Up to 794 changing daily.
• Managing renewals now.
• ALYC memberships expired at 
year-end (with a grace period through 
Q1)
• ALYC 2022 memberships require 
a 2022 Post membership

Financial
• Bank Balance ~$265,000 cash
• Part Time Administra�on Assistant 
Hired. Kimberly Perez. 

Events
• January New Member Orienta�on 14 
new members

Events coming up:
• ALYC General Membership mee�ng 
via zoom 2/10
• Saturday Evening Social 2/12 5 -7 PM 
West Pa�o
• SCYA Midwinters Rega�a scheduled 
for 2/19 & 20.
• SCYA Midwinters Rega�a Dinner 
scheduled for 2/20
• SCYA installa�on Dinner scheduled 
for 3/5/22
• ALYC Commodore's Ball and Change 
of Watch scheduled for 3/19/2022
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Post 291 Honor Guard / Color Guard
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• 10 events completed in 2022
• 2 additional pending for the month
• 26 active members

o ***1 new recruit***
• Averaging approx. 6+/ services per 

month

 
 

 ALYC –Rear Commodore Mickey Bennett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Honor Guard – Commander Brian Fleming Jr. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes Approval 

 All Committee members received copies of the Executive Committee Minutes: 
 Minutes for 06 Jan 2022 E Committee Meeting 

 The Commander asked for a motion to approve the 06 Jan 2022 E Committee Minutes  
 M/S/C: The motion approved unanimously. 

 
 
Correspondence 

 Adjutant David Zamudio –None 
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Committee Reports 
 House Committee – Mike Mailman  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Audit Committee- Bob Wine 
 Overview of committee  
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Committee Reports

• Lease Committee
o Chair, Evin Planto

• Bob Wine- Analysis

• The Girls Scouts are getting a 50 yr. lease for 
$1.00 per year. 

29

 Finance Committee- Bob Wine 
 Reviewed recording of financials. Separated and record all Member dues, have a expense account 

moved from facilities line to Post members line.   
 

 Donations Committee – Cory Vigil 
 Discussed donation meeting 

 
 

 Lease Committee – Evin Planto 
 Discussed donation meeting 
 Bob Carolan 

 Committee has four (4) items to follow: 
 1) Obtain a legal opinion of audit. 
 2) Legal opinion of current lease. 
 3) Conduct property appraisal, at E-Comm’s discretion. 
 Do not negotiate lease, with City of Newport Beach, until other 3 objectives are 

completed.  
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
COMMANDER’S COMMENTS/REPORT -Evin Planto 

 Discussion directed to 1st Vice Commander concerning accusations that he was responsible for initiating 
lease negotiation without prior approval.  

o 1st Vice Commander- asked and answered, presented supported facts. 
o E Comm members discussed their lack of distrust on the actions of Commander starting the lease 

agreement.  
o Commander responds that he was not the one that initiated, and it was a 3rd party that contacted 

the city to renegotiate lease. 
o Passionate discussion of committee being displeased that a 3rd party was authorized without 

approval.  
 

ADJUTANT – David Zamudio 
  Discussion of upcoming reports due 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Brian Fleming Jr. – Membership 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS – cont. on next page 
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Finance Officer - Bob Wine

47

OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
2ND VICE COMMANDER – Anthony Morales - Speaking about upcoming events and bands. 

 Discussion on upcoming events and thanked everyone for participating.  
 
 
 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – Cindy Baker - Speaking about Boys State and Americanism. 

 Spoke about Boys State, AL Baseball, Boys Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – Jon Reynolds 

  No Report  
 

FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  
 Profit and Loss / Cash Flow Projection 

 
 
    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS – cont on next page 
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Finance Officer
Bob Wine

48

OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
HISTORIAN – Richard Frauenzimmer 

 Spoke about free event at Richard Nixon Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERGEANT AT ARMS – Bob Grundmeyer 

 Excused 
 OFFICERS’ REPORTS – cont on next page 
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Chaplain Ken Wilson

53

• The Four Chaplains
o The Four Chaplains, also sometimes referred to as the 

"Immortal Chaplains," were four United States Army 
chaplains who gave their lives to save other civilian and 
military personnel during the sinking of the troopship USAT 
Dorchester on February 3, 1943, during World War II. They 
helped other soldiers board lifeboats and gave up their own 
life jackets when the supply ran out. The chaplains joined 
arms, said prayers, and sang hymns as they went down with 
the ship.

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOG_4Mo2acM

Service Officer 
Cory Vigil

55

OFFICERS’ REPORTS – continued 
 
CHAPLAIN – Ken Wilson (Adjutant presented on his behalf) 

 Four Chaplain’s review and video presentation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SERVICE OFFICER – Cory Vigil  

  Review of donations 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE – Unappointed 

 No Report 
 
 
MEMBERS AT LARGE  

 Eric Schroeder 
 Discussion on follow up with attorney to review lease.  
 Cmdr. Planto assigned Eric to review and report to E Comm. 
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New Business

• Evin Planto:
o Election Committee

• Chair- Robert Brower
• Robert Wright
• Carmon Williams
• Don Putzig

61

 Dennis DeRosia 
 Overview of Korean Luncheon, very great turnout. 

 Mike Shubert 
 Discussion on Vietnam Welcome Home event.  
 Discussion on $2500 donation to San Diego Maritime Museum.  

 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

 None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 Evin Planto, Commander 
 Presents motion 

 To approve election rules to be presented at GMM. 
• M/S/C- Motion carries unanimously 

 Motion to approve Election Committee 
• Discussion, Robert Bower removed due to not meeting the requirements per the 

Bylaws. 
• M/S/D/C: Motion carries unanimously 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bob Wine, Finance Officer 
 Motion to approve expense account to move from Facilities line to Post Members line.  

 M/S/C- motion carries unanimously 
 Cory Vigil, Service Officer 

 Motion of $2500 Women’s Veteran Luncheon.  
 M/S/C- motion carries unanimously 

 Eric Schroeder, M.a.L. 
 Motion: “The Executive Committee will vote on the Commander’s nominees for the Lease 

Committee.” 
 M/S/C- Carries Unanimously 

 Eric Schroeder, M.a.L. 
 Motion: Confirm the appointment of the following to the Lease Committee (Bob Wine, Bob Carolan, 

Robert Brower, Robert Wright, Ed Infante, Robert Duff) 
 Discussion: Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice Cmdr., do all the appointees have experience with 

contracts and leases?  Asked and answered. 
 M/S/D/C-  carries unanimously 
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 - Dennis DeRosia, M.a.L 
 Motion: “That we cease discussion with the city regarding the lease, until the lease committee 

reports back to the Executive Committee with specific benchmarks until anything else goes forward.” 
 M/S/D 

 Discussion- Cindy Baker, 3rd Vice Cmdr. - Recommended to add to motion: 
 “American Legion, Post 291 shall not renegotiate the current lease with the city of Newport Beach 

and the American Legion will allow the lease to continue”. 
 Dennis DeRosia, M.a.L (restates Motion) 

 “That we cease all discussions with the city on the lease until the Lease Committee comes back to 
the Executive Committee with very specific benchmarks and a recommended process to move 
forward.” 

 M/S/D/C – Carries Unanimously 
 Cindy Baker, 3rd Vice Commander. 

 Presents Motion: “That all communications, from and to the Post Commander and Lease 
Committee, with the City of Newport Beach, concerning the lease, be forward to all Executive 
Committee members.” 

 M/S/D/C- Carries Unanimously 
 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 

  Commander Planto 
 H.R. McMaster will be holding a presentation “Crisis in America” 

• Feb 22 
• 8:30am to 10:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNED: 2230 hours. 


