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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
215 15th Street, Newport Beach, CA 92663 
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES Template 

Wednesday, 11 May 2022 
 

Meeting called to order at approximately 1900 hours  

Commander Planto officially closes elections. 

The Colors were advanced. 
Invocation: Chaplin Ken Wilson 
Pledge of Allegiance: Commander Evin Planto 
POW/MIA Ceremony: Kevin Van Otterloo 
Recited the Preamble of the Constitution of The American Legion: lead by Commander Evin Planto 
 

ROLL CALL: 
 Evin Planto, Commander  Richard Reyna, Judge Advocate  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 
 Brian Fleming Jr., 1st Vice   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L.  
 Anthony Morales, 2nd Vice    Bob Grundmeyer, Sgt-at-Arms   Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 
 Cindy Baker, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Wayne Zippi, M.a.L. 
 Jon Reynolds, Jr. Past Comm  Ken Wilson, Chaplain  Mike Schubert, M.a.L. 
 David Zamudio, Adjutant  Rich Frauenzimmer, Historian  Dennis DeRosia, M.a.L.  

 
Meeting has Quorum 
 
Excused: A. Morales, B. Grundmeyer, E., Schroeder 
 
Honored Guests: Cindy Leonardi (AL Baseball- Dir of Contributions) 
                    Ken Dufour (Field of Honor) 
        Doug Nye 
        Robert Brower 
        Chase Wickersham 
        Manny Montney 
        
Reports from Legion Family Members & Other Guests: 

 
Auxiliary – Dana Johnston, 2nd Vice President 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Auxiliary Unit 291
Dana Johnston, 2nd Vice President

• Aux Membership doing well!

• We are dark in June for Convention.

• Troop shipping on Saturday (May 21)
o Still in need of snacks and Donations for the shipping cost.

• BUNCO Brunch Fundraiser - May 22nd.
• June 11th – Garage sale to fund our Camp Pendleton 

baby showers for new moms.
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Sons of the American Legion – Tim Sullivan, Commander  
 
 Officer Elections, unopposed (Same Officers) 
 Fins & Fairways – spoke of upcoming event 
 Flag Day- June 14th 
 9/11- Patriots Day 

 
 
American Legion Yacht Club – Tommy Wheeler, Commodore 
 

 
 
 
Honor Guard – Brian Fleming Jr., Commander –  
 

 
 
 General Membership Meeting Minutes: Commander Planto requested the following motion be presented. 
 

 A motion was presented to waive the reading of the Minutes for 13 April 
2022 General Meeting.  

 M/S/C: Carried Unanimously 
 A motion was presented to approve the Minutes for 13 April 2022 General 

Meeting.  
 M/S/C: Carried Unanimously 

 
 

American Legion Yacht Club

Membership:
Up to 850 changing daily.

Events
April New Member Oreintation-15 new members
Dana Point Cruise Out
Saturday evening Social/Wine Tasting--60 members attended
Newport to Ensenada Race-One ALYC boat Stanley’s Cup 4th 
place finish. Valor was on the Start Line 
Pictures on Facebook.
Hosted the Easter Egg Hunt at Easter Brunch
Conducted Duffy Rally Poke Run-15 boats-82 poke hands
Opening Day 5/1 Great success.

Events coming up
Cruise Out to Avalon 5/20-5/22
Saturday Evening Social 5/14 5-7 PM West Patio
Sundowners Series started
Model Yacht Racing Series started

13

Post 291 Honor Guard / Color Guard

15

• 26 events completed in 2022
• 9 additional pending for the month
• 24 active members
• Averaging approx. 6+/ services per 

month



 

11 May 2022    GMM Minutes Page 3 of 7  

Executive Committee Reading of Motions: Commander Planto requested the following motion be presented. 
 

 A motion was presented to waive the reading of the Minutes for 02 June 
2022 Executive Committee Meeting.  

 M/S/C- Carried Unanimously 
 
Correspondence 
 None to report 

 
 
Officer Reports: 

 
Commander Evin Planto –  
 
 Commander discussing upcoming events 
 Spoke about need for more volunteers to assist in supporting veterans 
 Spoke about city permits for new kitchen equipment 
 Spoke about vision for the next 100 years. 

 

 
Adjutant David Zamudio –  
No Report 

 

 
1st Vice Commander Brian Fleming Jr. –  
 Discussed recruitment strategy for Post 1000 members within our region. 

 

 
 
 
 
2nd Vice Commander Anthony Morales 
 No Report 

 
 
 
 

1st Vice Cmdr.- Brian Fleming Jr. 

25

• Current Post Membership = 3,951 Legionnaires

• 2021-2022 Goal = 4,151 
o 200 over last years Goal 

• Current Membership Numbers for 2022@ National 
= 3,951 (95.1%)
o May Goal = 100% (4,151)
o Good thru 2021 = 329
o New Members 2022 = 437

• 42 more new members this month



 

11 May 2022    GMM Minutes Page 4 of 7  

3rd Vice Cmdr.- Cindy Baker

28

• Boys State

• American Legion Baseball

• Boy Scouts

• Updating the Website

3rd Vice Cmdr.- Cindy Baker

29

• Updated website information on Americanism programs.
• Donations to the Americanism programs
• Your support is greatly appreciated. You can donate to these 

programs by using the below Post 291 webpage, 
https://www.al291.com/donation -information. Using the drop -down 
arrow, chose the Americanism Programs line. To specify which 
Americanism program, you would like to donate your contribution to, 
please add a note in box ‘+ Write a note (Optional), Boys State, 
Oratorical, Baseball, Boys Scouts or where it is needed most.

 
3rd Vice Commander Cindy Baker 
 Discussion on what is Boy’s 

State, Girl’s State, AL 
Baseball and Boy Scouts. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jr. Past Commander Jon Reynolds –  

o No Report 
 
Finance Officer Bob Wine – Post Financial Operations. 

 

 Revenue and Expenditures 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Finance Officer, Bob Wine

33

Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Historian Rich Frauenzimmer  
• No Report 

 
Sergeant at Arms Bob Grundmeyer  
 
 No Report 

 
 
Chaplain Ken Wilson 

 
 Memorial Day Service- we lost 76 Post Legionnaires this year so far.  
 Spoke about the positive impact to the families with the services the Honor Guard offers. 
 Solicited volunteers to assist in Buddy Calls. 
 Spoke about his message in Chaplain’s Corner. 

 
 
 
Service Officer Cory Vigil  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 

Judge Advocate, Richard Reyna 
 No Report 

 

Service 
Officer -
Cory Vigil

39

Service Officer, Cory Vigil
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Members at Large –  No Reports 
 

COMMANDER PLANTO CALLS RECESS UNTIL 2100 HOURS FOR BALLOT COUNTING 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER- 2130 HOURS.  
 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
 2022-2023 AL Post 291- ELECTION RESULTS 

 
Commander- Evin Planto 
 Vote Count: 161 (Winner) 
 
1st Vice Commander-   
 Vote count: 1) Brian Fleming Jr.: 114 (Winner) 
   2) Richard Reyna: 72 
 
2nd Vice Commander: Ray Richard 
 Vote Count:166 (Winner) 
 
3rd Vice Commander- Cindy Baker 
 Vote Count: 166 (Winner) 
 
Finance Officer- Hal McNaughton 
 Vote Count: 166 (Winner) 
 
Sgt. At Arms: 
 Vote Count: 1) Mike Mailman- 91 
   2) Tim Bercovitz- 94 (Winner) 
 
Chaplain- Ken Wilson 
 Vote Count: 170 (Winner) 
 
Historian- Gary Mathison 
 Vote Count: 161 (Winner) 
 
 
Member -at – Large (two openings) 
 Vote Count: 1) Mike Shubert- 79 (Winner) 
   2) Wayne Zippi- 68 
   3) Fran Capitano- 28 
   4) Bob Brower- 37 
   5) Hector Storman- 44 
   6) David Zamudio- 70 (Winner)  
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New Business 
 No New Business 

 
 
 

 
Good of the Legion 

• None to Report 
 
 
 
 
 
  Chaplain Ken Wilson - closing prayer. 

 
 

The Meeting was adjourned at 2141 hours.  
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