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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
215 15th Street, Newport Beach, CA 92663 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, 12 October 2022 – APPROVED 

 

Meeting called to order at approximately 1900 hours  

The Colors were advanced. 
Invocation: Brad McDermott 
Pledge of Allegiance: Commander Evin Planto 
POW/MIA Ceremony: Kevin Van Otterloo 
Recited the Preamble of the Constitution of The American Legion: lead by Commander Evin Planto 
 

ROLL CALL: 
 Evin Planto, Commander  Diane Torrianni, Judge Advocate  Kevin Van Otterloo, M.a.L. 

 Brian Fleming Jr., 1st Vice   Hal McNaughton, Finance Officer  Eric Schroeder, M.a.L.  
 Ray Ricard, 2nd Vice    Skipper Tim Bercovitz, Sgt-at-Arms   Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 
 Cindy Baker, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  David Zamudio, M.a.L. 
 Jon Reynolds, Jr. Past Comm  Brad McDermott, Chaplain  Mike Schubert, M.a.L. 
 Richard Reyna, Adjutant  Gary Mathieson, Historian  Dennis de Rosia, M.a.L.  

 
Meeting has Quorum 
 
Excused: C. Baker, Hal McNaughton, G. Mathieson, D. de Rosa, D. Zamudio, E. Schroeder 

  
 
Honored Guests: 

  Doug Nye, Past Post 291 Commander 
 
 James (Jim) Garner – Project Healing Water Fly Fishing 

- Presented an overview of their program to the membership 
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Reports from Legion Family Members & Other Guests: 

  
Auxiliary – Dana Johnston, 2nd Vice President 
 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

Upcoming Event Dates for the Auxiliary

Oct 10 GM

Oct 22 New Member Social

Oct 23 Bunco and Halloween Decorating

Oct 29 Kids Halloween Party

Nov 17 Holiday Boutique

Nov 19 Troop Shipping.

12  
 
 
  
Sons of the American Legion – Tim Sullivan, Commander  
 

▪ Spoke about Community Involvement 
▪ Spoke about Hero’s Foundation 
▪ Supporting Veterans and paddleboards via Paralyzed Veterans of America 
▪ Planning supporting their Boat Parade effort 
▪ Thanked Commander Planto’s Post Lease efforts and leadership 
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American Legion Yacht Club – Tommy Wheeler, Commodore 
 

What ALYC Offers and Provides to

Military Veterans of Post 291
• Membership in the only American Legion Yacht Club in the world —

whether you own a boat or not

• Reciprocity privileges to visit most other yacht clubs 

• Opportunity to sail — and learn to sail — two ALYC sailboats — a Cal 20 

and a Cal 22 (at no cost) 

• Opportunity to join and participate in the ALYC Dive and Snorkel Group

• Use of three ALYC remote controlled model yachts

• Discounted sailing lessons at Marina Park 

• Opportunity to crew — and to learn to skipper — the ALYC 40-foot power 

boat Valor, the ALYC Race Committee boat 

• Opportunities to cruise or ride on the ALYC 40-foot power boat Valor, the 

ALYC Race Committee boat 

• Opportunity to participate in ALYC sailboat racing

• Opportunity to participate in many nautically-related ALYC social events

• — Opportunities to participate in numerous fun activities on, in, under, or 

near the water!

V 01.0  0800 Fri 7 Oct 22
18  

 
 

American Legion Yacht Club

18

Membership:

Up to 911 changing daily.

Events

Hosted the BAC Master Anglers Billfish Tournament skippers meeting 9/11 and Awards dinners 9/13

Sunday Harbor Cruise 9/11—15 attendees

Southern California Coastal Cleanup 9/17- collected 125 pounds of trash 

Argosy Race 9/17 cancelled – lack of participation

Saturday evening Social - 65 members attended 

September New Member Orientation- 15 new members

Sundowners Awards Dinner 9/25

Dive and Snorkel club re engaged

Great Pacific Air Show 9/30- 12 members

Events coming up

Great Pacific Air Show-10/01 & 10/02—12 members each day

Painting the roof of Valor- 10/3-10/6 

Sailing for Visually Impaired- 10/8—25 boats and 100 riders -All day Event

Saturday Evening Social 10/08 - 5-7 PM West Patio

General Membership Meeting -10/13- Nominations for BOD

New Member Orientation 10/18

Cruise Out to Long Beach Yacht Club 10/21-10/23

Dive and Snorkel meeting – 10/26

Fall Fishing Tournament 10/29-still working details.
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Honor Guard – Brian Fleming Jr., Commander –  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 General Membership Meeting Minutes: Commander Planto requested the following motion be presented. 
 

▪ A motion was presented to waive the reading of the Minutes for 14 
September 2022 General Meeting.  

▪ M/S/C: Carried Unanimously 
▪ A motion was presented to approve the Minutes for 14 September 2022 

General Meeting.  
▪ M/S/C: Carried Unanimously 

 

Correspondence 

▪ None to report 
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Officer Reports: 

 

Commander Evin Planto –  
 

▪ Highlighted the Post’s Officers and Delegates participation at the Legion National Convention 

▪ Discussed progress and efforts for the kitchen and HVAC projects as well as ceiling in Main Hall 

▪ Provided Seawall Project Update 

▪ Encouraged membership to attend Jazz Night on Thursdays 

▪ Encouraged membership to attend the WWII and Korean Veteran’s Luncheon 
 

Adjutant Richard Reyna –  

▪ No Report 
 

1st Vice Commander Brian Fleming Jr. –  
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2nd Vice Commander Ray Ricard 

▪ Encouraged membership to attend Jazz Night on Thursdays 

▪ Encouraged membership to attend Taco Tuesday 

▪ Encouraged membership to attend Line Dancing on Tuesdays 

▪ Encouraged membership to attend the Post’s Halloween Party 

▪ Encouraged membership to attend Sat & Sun Patio Bands 

▪ Encouraged membership to attend Friday Dinner & Dancing Night 

 
3rd Vice Commander Cindy Baker 

▪ Excused -  

▪ 1st Vice Commander Fleming – Updated about Boys State and CA SB 363, non-gender specific  
 
Jr. Past Commander Jon Reynolds –  

▪ Excused - No Report 

 

Finance Officer Hal McNaughton – 

▪ Excused –  

▪ Post Commander Planto reviewed the Post financial status 
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Historian Gary Mathieson - 

 Excused – No Report 

 

Sergeant at Arms “Skipper Tim” Bercovitz - 

▪ Excused - No Report 

 

Brad McDermott - Chaplain 
▪ Introduced himself to the membership 
▪ Encouraged Veteran’s and their families to contact him as needed for support 

 
Service Officer Cory Vigil – 
 

Veterans Served in September: 

A. Items approved or rejected: 

  

1. USMC veteran requested assistance with past due vehicle payment for $468.56. 

Referred by the Tierney Center. 

2. ARMY veteran requested assistance with storage fee for $124.95. Referred by 

VOA. 

3. NAVY veteran requested assistance with motel voucher for 7 days at $882.00. 

Referred by Working Wardrobes VetNet. 

4. ARMY veteran requested burial assistance from Trident Society for $866.00. 

Referred by 291member.  

5. NAVY veteran requested assistance with vet emergency for dog at Alicia Care Vet 

for $332.95. 

6. AIR FORCE veteran requested assistance with past due cellular bill for $106.51. 

Referred by Cal State Fullerton.  

7. USMC veteran requested rental assistance in the amount of $1000.00. Referred by 

Fullerton College.  

8. NAVY veteran requested assistance with storage past due and motel voucher for 

$705.20 and $639.06. Referred by MHA Santa Ana.  

9. NAVY veteran requested assistance with auto past due of $1000.00. Referred by the 

VA Santa Ana. 

10. NAVY veteran requested assistance with Cell Phone Repair for $139.00. Referred 

by VA Santa Ana.  

  
$6,264.23 
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 onthly  pdate for  ervice  fficer  for the Oct 6, 2022 E-Board 

6510 Donations 2021 Actuals 2022 Budget 
2022 Actual         
thru Sept 30 % of 2022 Budget   thru Sept 30 

     

6519 Honor Guard 2,842.34  2,500.00  607.78  24% 
     

6521  Unrestricted Service Officer 
Expense 10,000.00  15,000.00  13,624.81  91% 

6522 Restricted VEAF expense 84,573.73  100,000.00  66,211.08  66% 

     

6515 Oratorical -  -  -  0% 
     

6510 Donations other 21,804.50  20,000.00  28,246.85  141% 
     

Total 6510 expenses 119,220.57  137,500.00  108,690.52  79% 
     

4520 VEAF current balance   69,918.52   
     

Sept Donations Out   9339.62  
Sept VEAF Donations Out   7325.23  

 
 

 

Judge Advocate, Diane Torrianni - 

▪ Excused - No Report 

 

Members at Large –  No Reports 
 
Unfinished Business 
 

▪ No Unfinished Business 

 
Induction of New Members 

 Presented by 1st Vice Commander, Brian Fleming, Jr.  
o COUNT: 32 Inductees 
o Motion to approve the new inductees into Post 291, by Cmdr. Planto 

▪ M/S/C; Motion Carries Unanimously 
 

New Business 
▪ No New Business   

 
 

Good of the Legion 
▪ Ernest Alonzo – Encouraged the membership to attend the Veterans Better Business Meeting at the Post on Nov. 1st  
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  Brad McDermott - Closing Prayer. 

 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 2013 hours.  


