BROTHERS
IN SERVICE

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF NBCC AND BBC IN SERVICE TO VETERANS,

COMMUNITY IN NEWPORT BEACH

BY KELLY BENNETT

On the leftis
Milton’s father

returning from
WW2 in 1945

n the sun-kissed enclave of Newport

Beach, where the sea breeze whispers

tales of valor and camaraderie, two

men, Milton H. Grannatt and William
E "Bill" Capps, stand as pillars of service and
dedication, their lives intertwined by fate
and shared devotion to their country and
community.

Milton's story is of legacy and tradition,

a tapestry woven with threads of honor and
sacrifice passed down through generations.
Commissioned as an ROTC officer from Lehigh
University in Bethlehem, PA, Milton embarked
on a journey of service that would define

his life. His tenure in the US Army Reserve,
stationed at Fort Knox, KY as an Armor officer
(CPT), was not merely a duty but a calling
rooted in family history.

His father, a hero of the Greatest Generation,
earned a Bronze Star for his bravery as a Medic
with the First Division during WWIIL. From
the deserts of North Africa to the beaches of
Normandy, his father's footsteps echoed with
the echoes of history, leaving an indelible
mark on the Grannatt family legacy. Even after
the guns fell silent, his father's commitment
to service endured, as he devoted himself to
supporting the families of soldiers through the
Big Red One Foundation.

Milton's own service coincided with a
tumultuous period in American history,
marked by social upheaval and conflict. Yet,
amidst the chaos, he found solace and purpose
within the ranks of the American Legion Post
291. For nearly a decade, he has been a steadfast
member, embracing the camaraderie and sense
of belonging that the legion provides. Post
291, with its storied history and unwavering
dedication to veterans, has become a second
home for Milton, a sanctuary where friendships
flourish and memories are made.

On the other side of the coin lies Bill Capps,
a man whose journey into the military was

William Capps Army

marked by chance and circumstance. Drafted
during his first year of law school at Berkeley,
Bill's path diverged from Milton's, leading him
down a different road of service and sacrifice.
As the astronauts landed on the moon, Bill
found himself en route to Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, to undergo training as a medic, a role
that would shape his life in ways he never
imagined.

Deployed to Chu Lai, Vietnam, just south
of DaNang, Bill served in an Army evacuation
hospital, serving the wounded with courage
and compassion. His "sacrifice” as a draftee,
as he modestly puts it, paled compared to the
bravery and resilience of the soldiers he treated.
Yet, during those long days and nights in the
midst of war, Bill discovered the true meaning
of service and brotherhood.

Their dedication to their respective clubs, the
Newport Beach Country Club and the Balboa
Bay Club adds another layer to their narratives.
Milton's membership in the Newport Beach
Country Club reflects his affinity for tradition
and elegance, a space where he can unwind

and connect with fellow veterans in a setting
reminiscent of the camaraderie he experienced
during his military service. Meanwhile,

Bill's involvement in the Balboa Bay Club
underscores his appreciation for the finer
things in life, a testament to his resilience and
determination to embrace life to the fullest
despite the challenges he faced during his time
in Vietnam.

Their shared experiences as veterans and
members of prestigious clubs in Newport Beach
highlight the diverse tapestry of the American
Legion's membership. From armor officers
to medics, each member brings a unique
perspective and set of experiences to the table,
enriching the legion's legacy and ensuring its
continued relevance in the 21st century.

Reflecting on the significance of the
American Legion's centennial milestone,
Milton and Bill deeply appreciate the
organization's enduring legacy. For Milton,
Post 291 is more than just a gathering place;
it's a testament to the bonds of friendship
and the spirit of community that define the
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legion. Likewise, Bill's involvement speaks to
the diverse offerings and inclusive atmosphere
fostered by the American Legion in Newport
Beach.

Milton and Bill's poignant tales echo the
sacrifices of generations of veterans and the
timeless camaraderie fostered by the Legion.
From European battlefields to Vietnam's
shores, the Legion's spirit of unity shines bright,
guiding future veterans and their families.
Standing united with their comrades, Milton
and Bill exemplify the Legion's ethos, a beacon
of hope and solidarity nationwide. As they
toast to the next century, their legacy ignites
inspiration for generations to come.

The public is invited to come to the Post
and commemorate the 100-year anniversary
celebration of American Legion Post 291 from
July 4th through the 6th! Amidst a whirlwind
of festivities, including a pancake breakfast, live
bands, a vibrant boat parade, silent auctions,
raffles, and much more, we honor the enduring
legacy of this esteemed institution. Visit www.
al291.com for details and updates.



