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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 
THURSDAY, 07 AUGUST 2025 

CALL TO ORDER: Appx. 1830 HRS 
INVOCATION:  Service Officer, Cory Vigil  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commander Brian Fleming Jr.  

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Brian Fleming Jr., Commander  Cindy Baker, Judge Advocate  Jon Reynolds, M.a.L. 
 Neil Wood, 1st Vice   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Walter Roberts, M.a.L.  
 Ray Ricard, 2nd Vice (Late Attendance)   Mike Mailman, Sgt-at-Arms   Mike Berdine, M.a.L. 
 David Heinle, 3rd Vice  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Lawrence Brown, M.a.L. 
 VACATED, Jr. Past Comm  Brad McDermott, Chaplain  Nick Giordano, M.a.L.  
 David Zamudio, Adjutant  Johnny Arganda, Historian  David Zamudio, M.a.L.  

    
Excused: B McDermott / W Roberts 
Unexcused:  
Quorum is held. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & GUEST COMMENTS:  
 
Ernest Alonso (Legionnaire) – Request that he parking lot gate be open from 8:30am to 9:30am for Veteran Coffee Talk. 
Bobbi Bush (Legionnaire) – Introduction to Executive Committee and interest in being appointed as Ambassador of Post 291 to the Newport 
Beach Chamber of Commerce. 
Stanley Behrens (Legionnaire) – Questions concerning promoting the Legacy Fund.  
 
Affiliates and Programs Reports: 

 Auxiliary Unit 291 – Cynthia Neal, President 
1. 100 year Committee met on 7/27- 59 attended. 
2. August 4th, backpack stuffing for the children in Camp Pendleton.  
3. August 11, Boys / Girls State Dinner at the Post  
4. September 21, Afternoon Tea Event. 
5. October 18, 100 year Annual Dinner Celebration. 

 
 

 SAL Squadron 291 – Tim Sullivan 
o No Report (not present) 

 
 ALYC –Commodore– David Campagnari  

  

 
 
 
 

American Legion Yacht Club

16
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 Honor Guard – Vice Commander , Mike Mailman  
 

 
 
 
Minutes Approval  
 

 Executive Committee Minutes: 03 July 2025 
o Copies given to all officers 
o Motion presented, Mike Berdine to approve the 03 July 2025 Minutes 
o Seconded by Mike Mailman 
o M/S/No D/MC- Motion carries unanimously. 

 
Correspondence 

 Adjutant David Zamudio  
 No Correspondence 

  
Committee Reports 
 

 House Committee- Mike Berdine (Chair) 
o Review of House Committee completed items and pending items to resolve. 

 

   
 
  Finance Committee- Bob Wine 

o Met on July 30th. 
o Reviewed June Financial Statements. 
o Stanley Endowment is fully funded ($100K) 

 
Veterans Coffee Talk Committee – Cory Vigil 

o For the event, no outside food will be allowed.  
o Concern of the need to focus on Veterans only (also spouses, caretaker) 
o Need to communicate better, and vet the speakers.  
o Focus on sponsorship for breakfast and pastries, cost too high.  
o Start on time, flyers will be approved by the VTC committee.  

 
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS (cont. on next page) 

Post 291 Honor Guard / Color Guard

26 events completed in 2025
1 additional pending for the month
20 active members

0 New Recruit
Still considering candidates for

replacement of Commander Position.

21

House Committee
Completed Activities

• Installed bollards at parking lot gate controller.

• Bar Window Tinting.

28
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 
COMMANDER- Brian Fleming Jr. 
 

 
 
ADJUTANT – David Zamudio 
 

 
 
 
1ST VICE COMMANDER – Neil Wood  

  

 
 
2ND VICE COMMANDER – Ray Ricard . 

o No Report 
 
3RD VICE COMMANDER – David Heinle - Speaking about Boys State and Americanism. 

 August 11, Boys / Girls State Dinner at Post 291. 
 
 
JR. PAST COMMANDER – POSITION VACATED 

 No Report 
 
 
 

Adjutant, David Zamudio

39

• Acknowledgement of the receipt of Evin
Planto’s Appeal of thethe dated June 11,
2025.

• Postmarked July 15, 2025.

 Current Post Membership = 4,098 Legionnaires

 Current Membership Numbers for 2026@ National 1931 (44.8%)
2025-2026 Goal = 4,311 ?
2,380 more than needed to reach our goal.

Good thru 2025 = 2,167

New Members 2026 = 21 2025 = 252 2024 = 375

33 are new members this month

1st Vice Commander
Neil Wood
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FINANCE OFFICER – Bob Wine  
 Presented Summary of Post 291 Financials 

 

 
 
 
 

Finance Officer- Executive Summary

49
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Finance Officer, Bob Wine (cont.) 
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HISTORIAN – Johnny Arganda 
  No Report 

 
SERGEANT AT ARMS – Mike Mailman 

 No Report  
 
CHAPLAIN – Brad McDermott 
 

 No Report (Excused Absence) 
 
SERVICE OFFICER – Cory Vigil  
 

 

 

Service Officer- Donations Committee

61
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SERVICE OFFICER – Cory Vigil (Cont.) 
 

 
 
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE- Cindy Baker 

 No Report (Excused Absence) 
 
MEMBERS AT LARGE  

 Jon Reynolds- No Report 
 Walter Roberts- No Report (Excused Absence) 
 Mike Berdine- No Report  
 Lawrence Brown- No Report  
 Nick Giordano- No Report  
 David Zamudio- No Report 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 

 None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 

Service Officer May Report

63
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o I moved that we support the American Legion Orange Post 132 in the recovery of the flooding damage to their post with 
a donation of $2000.00. 

 Motion made by: Cory Vigil (Service Officer). 
 Seconded: Mike Mikeman (Sgt. At Arms) 
 Discussion: None 
 MOVE TO VOTE (M/S/D/MC)  Motion Carries- Unanimously  

• Aye- 11 
• Nay- 0 
• Abstention- 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

o I move that the Executive Committee approve the initiation of the Veterans Day Campaign, beginning August 11, 2025, 
and continuing the Veterans Day, November 11, 2025. 

 Motion made by: Cory Vigil (Service Officer) 
 Seconded: Nick Giordana (Members at Large) 
 Discussion: Discussion of role and responsibilities. 
 MOVE TO VOTE (M/S/D/MC)  Motion Carries- Unanimously  

• Aye-11 
• Nay- 0 
• Abstention- 0 

 
 

 Commander Fleming discusses with the Executive Committee the roles of the Ambassador for the Newport Beach Chamber of 
Commerce.  

 
o Motion to approve the appointment of Bobbi Bush as the Ambassador of Post 291 to the Newport Beach Chamber of 

Commerce, with the guideline of reporting to the Executive Committee monthly, and to work with the Service Officer or 
any donations and mentoring.  

 Motion made by: Bob Wine (Finance Officer) 
 Seconded: Jon Reynolds (Member at Large) 
 Discussion- clarification on parameters of pay increases.   
 MOVE TO VOTE (M/S/NoD/MC) Motion Carries Unanimously 

• Aye- 11 
• Nay- 0 
• Abstention- 0 
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 Cory Vigil, Service Officer, discusses challenges with Veterans Coffee Talk.  
o Motion to remove Ernest Alonso from the Veterans Coffee Talk Committee and as the host of the Veterans Coffee Talk.  

 Motion made by: Nick Giordano (Member at Large) 
 Seconded: David Zamudio (Member at Large) 
 Discussion- Various members discussed challenges of the Veterans Coffee Talk and also the change in the 

way the event is held from its original purpose. .    
 MOVE TO VOTE (M/S/NoD/MC) Motion Carries 

• Aye- 5 
• Nay- 0 
• Abstention- 6 

 
 
 
GOOD OF THE LEGION 
 

• Cory Vigil (Service Officer) 
o Discussed the Woman Survey. 100 veterans participated and closing the survey at the end of the week.  

• Ray Ricard (2nd Vice Cmdr.) 
o Nov 6, WWII/ Korean Luncheon.  

 
CLOSING PRAYER- Cory Vigil, Service Officer 
 
ADJOURNED: 2032 hours. 


