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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
215 15th Street, Newport Beach, CA 92663 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  
Wednesday, 14 January 2026 

 

Meeting called to order at approximately 1900 hrs. 

The Colors were advanced. 
Invocation: Chaplain Brad McDermott 
Pledge of Allegiance: Commander Fleming Jr.  
 POW/MIA Ceremony: David Zamudio, Adjutant 
Recited the Preamble of the Constitution of The American Legion: lead by Commander Brian Fleming Jr.  

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Brian Fleming Jr., Commander  Cindy Baker, Judge Advocate  Jon Reynolds, M.a.L. 
 Neil Wood, 1st Vice Cmdr.   Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Walter Roberts, M.a.L.  
 Ray Ricard, 2nd Vice Cmdr.   Mike Mailman, Sgt-at-Arms   Mike Berdine, M.a.L. 
 David Heinle, 3rd Vice Cmdr.  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Lawrence Brown M.a.L. 
 VACATED, Jr. Past Cmdr.  Brad McDermott, Chaplain  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 
 David Zamudio, Adjutant  Johnny Arganda Historian  David Zamudio, M.a.L.  

 
Excused: N Wood, R Ricard, W Roberts, Lawrence Brown 
Unexcused:  
QUORUM held.  
Honored Guests: 

 Jon Reynolds, Post 291 Past Commander 
 Karen Lewin- District 29 Executive Committee (Post 291 Laison) 

 
Reports from Legion Family Members & Other Guests: 

 
Auxiliary-  President, Cythia Minucci Neal  

 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291
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Sons of the American Legion – Tim Sullivan, Commander  
 

• Sons were dark in December.  
• Boat Parade raised $47k 
• Donated $146K to veterans and families for the year.  
• Marine 911 Foundation 0 $25k 

 
American Legion Yacht Club – Wyatt Hoag, Commodore 
 

   
  
Honor Guard – Commander- Lawrence Brown 

 

 
 
 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291
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American Legion Yacht Club
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American Legion Yacht Club
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Post 291 Honor Guard / Color Guard

67 events completed in 2025
2 additional pending for the month
18 active members

1 New Recruit
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General Membership Meeting Minutes:  
• Commander Fleming requests for a motion to be put on the table to waive the reading of 

the 10 Dec. 2025 General Membership Meeting Minutes.  
• A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the minutes of the 10 Dec. 

2025 General Meeting. 
o M/S/No D/ MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 

• Commander Fleming requests for a motion to be put on the table to approve the 10 Dec. 
2025 General Membership Meeting Minutes.  

• A motion was made, and seconded to approved the minutes of the 10 Dec. 2025 
General Membership Meeting.  

o M/S/No D/ MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 
Correspondence 

• None to Report 
 

Officer Reports: 
 

Commander Brian Fleming Jr.  
• Speaks about the improvements to the Post and the accomplishments and future plans of the House Committee.  

 

 
 
  Adjutant David Zamudio 

• No Report 

1st Vice Cmdr., Neil Wood (Excused Absence) 

 
 
2nd Vice Cmdr. Ray Ricard- (Excused Absence) 

Commander Fleming Jr.

32

• Open Saturday for Breakfast
o 10:00am to 12:00 pm

• Officer Election Policy
• Post Volunteers Needed

House Committee
Update

• Completed
o Hut water heater replacement
o Handrail and gate painting
o Main Hall roof repair

• Approved - Pending Planning Completion
o Hut ceiling
o Marina electrical upgrade
o Marina dock re-planking

• In Process
o Post signage inventory and needs assessment
o Interior painting of storage sheds
o Complete gangway re-planking (Trex)
o Sea wall blue striping
o Main Hall roof repair
o Main Hall reroof

33

 Current Post Membership = 3,563 Legionnaires

 Current Membership Numbers for 2026@ National 3.563 (84.5%)
2025-2026 Goal = 4,215
652 more than needed to reach our goal.

Good thru 2025 = 652

New Members 2026 = 166 2025 = 252 2024 = 375

20 are new members this month

1st Vice Commander
Neil Wood (Excused Absence)

Read by Commander Fleming Jr.
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• No Report 
3rd Vice Cmdr. David Heinle-  

• Discussed Boys and Girls State. 
o Currently screening  
o 25 Candidates 

 
 

Finance Officer Bob Wine – Post Financial Operations. 
 

 

 
Historian Johnny Arganda  

 

Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Finance Officer, Bob Wine

51

Historian, Johnny Arganda
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Sergeant at Arms Mike Mailman  

• No Report 
 
Chaplin Brad McDermott 
 

 
 

Service Officer Cory Vigil  

 

 

Post Everlasting
• Donald Adams (WWII)
• Boris Alenin (Korea)
• Fred Arney (Korea)
• John Baker (Vietnam)
• Jack Barnes (Korea)
• Francois Boucher (Korea)
• Edward Bragg (Vietnam)
• Donald Broker (Korea)
• Raymond Brucks (Korea)
• Richard Burch (Korea)
• Harold Burnett (Vietnam)
• Joseph Charboneau (Persian Gulf)
• Frank Cornella (Korea)
• Kenneth Crilly (Vietnam)
• Joseph Davis (Korea)
• David Gardner (Korea)
• Ralph Helper (Korea)
• Sandor Horvath (Vietnam)
• James Leonard (Vietnam)
• Gerald Martin (Vietnam)

• Lloyd Martin (Vietnam)
• Hal McNaughton (Vietnam)
• Thomas Melum (Vietnam)
• Ralph Newhouse (Unknown)
• Kerry O’Halloran (Vietnam)
• Stanley Oppegard (Vietnam)
• Robert Packer (Persian Gulf)
• Dale Phillips (Vietnam)
• Charles Pillsbury (Vietnam)
• Donald Putzig (Korea)
• Joesph Ross (Korea)
• Michael Schubert (Vietnam)
• Nelse Shepard (Vietnam)
• Robert Small (Vietnam)
• Clarence Smith (Korea)
• Gerald Smith (Vietnam)
• A Lawrence Tabor (Korea)
• Richard Thell (Vietnam)
• Felix Toedter (Vietnam)
• Barney Villa (Vietnam)
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Service Officer- Donations Committee

59

Service Officer- Donations Committee (cont.)

60

Service Officer October Report
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Judge Advocate Cindy Baker 
• No Report 

Members at Large –  
 
Jon Reynolds.- No Report  
Walter Roberts- No Report (Excused Absence) 
Mike Berdine- No Report 
Lawrence Brown- No Report (Excused Absence) 
Nick Giordano-  No Report  
David Zamudio- No Report 

 
Unfinished Business 

 None 
 
New Member Induction 
Total: 20 

• Commander Brian Fleming Jr reads New Member names and Rules as a Legionnaire. 
 
New Business 
 

 
 Motion to waive the reading of the Post 291 Officer Election Policy prior to approval  

o Motion by: Mike Berdine, Member at Large 
o Seconded: Cindy Baker, Judge Advocate 
o Discussion : None 
o MOVE TO VOTE (M/S/NoD/ MC) Motion Carries Unanimously. 

 Aye- Unanimous 
 Nay- None 
 Abstention- None 

 
 Motion to approval the Post 291 Officer Election Policy.  

o Motion by: Mike Berdine, Member at Large 
o Seconded: Mike Mailman, Sergeant at Arms 
o Discussion : None 
o MOVE TO VOTE (M/S/NoD/ MC) Motion Carries Unanimously. 

 Aye- Unanimous 
 Nay- None 
 Abstention- None 

 
 
 
 
 

New Business

• Commander Brian Fleming Jr.
o Post 291 Officer Election Policy
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Good of the Legion 
  

 Cindy Baker, Judge Advocate 

 
 

 Corry Vigil, Service Officer 
o Veterans Coffee Talk (Feb. 14th 0930 -1100 hrs.) 
o Largest in the Country (55-85 Attendees) 

 Geneieve Dominguez (Legionnaire)- Women’s Veteran Meeting, 1st Saturday of the month (9:30am – 11:30am)  
. 
 

Chaplain Brad McDermott. gives closing prayer.  
 
 
The Meeting was adjourned at 2007 hours.  

Cindy Baker, Judge Advocate
Brownie Girl Scouts- Lesson in Flag Folding
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