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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
215 15th Street, Newport Beach, CA 92663 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  
Wednesday, 11 March 2026 

 

Meeting called to order at approximately 1900 hrs. 

The Colors were advanced. 
Invocation: Chaplain Brad McDermott 
Pledge of Allegiance: Commander Fleming Jr.  
 POW/MIA Ceremony: Lawrence Brown, M.a.L 
Recited the Preamble of the Constitution of The American Legion: lead by Commander Brian Fleming Jr.  

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Brian Fleming Jr., Commander  Cindy Baker, Judge Advocate  Jon Reynolds, M.a.L. 
 Genevieve Dominguez , 1st Vice Cmdr.    Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Walter Roberts, M.a.L.  
 Ray Ricard, 2nd Vice Cmdr.   Mike Mailman, Sgt-at-Arms   Mike Berdine, M.a.L. 
 David Heinle, 3rd Vice Cmdr.  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Lawrence Brown M.a.L. 
 VACATED, Jr. Past Cmdr.  Brad McDermott, Chaplain  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 
 David Zamudio, Adjutant  Johnny Araganda Historian  David Zamudio, M.a.L.  

 
Excused: W Roberts, N Giordano, J Reynolds, M Berdine 
Unexcused:  
QUORUM held.  
Honored Guests: 

 Doug Nye, Post 291 Past Commander 
 

Reports from Legion Family Members & Other Guests: 
 

Auxiliary-  President, Cythia Minucci Neal  
 

 
 
 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291
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American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291
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Sons of the American Legion – Tim Sullivan, Commander  
 

• Memorial Day Golf Tournament Upcoming. 
• June 14th, Flag Day in Veteran’s Park. 

 
 
American Legion Yacht Club – Wyatt Hoag, Commodore 

 
 
 
Honor Guard – Commander- Lawrence Brown 

 
 

General Membership Meeting Minutes:  
• Commander Fleming requests for a motion to be put on the table to waive the reading of 

the 11 Feb. 2026 General Membership Meeting Minutes.  
• A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the minutes of the 11 Feb. 

2026 General Meeting. 
o M/S/No D/ MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 

• Commander Fleming requests for a motion to be put on the table to approve the 11 Feb. 
2026 General Membership Meeting Minutes.  

• A motion was made, and seconded to approve the minutes of the 11 Feb. 2026 General 
Membership Meeting.  

o M/S/No D/ MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 
 
Correspondence 

• None to Report 
 
 
 
 

ALYC Social Event March 14th
Whale Watching Cruise on Valor March 14th
Dive and Snorkel Team Meeting March 23rd

Dana Point Cruise Out April 10th-12th
60th Anniversary Alaska Cruise September 14th -22nd

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and our website ALYC.com

Post 291 Honor Guard / Color Guard

9 events completed in 2026
4 additional pending for the month
24 active members

20



 
 

Page 3 of 9 
 

 
Officer Reports: 
 

Commander Brian Fleming Jr.  
• Speaks about the improvements to the Post and the accomplishments and future plans of the House Committee.  

 
   

 
   
   
Adjutant David Zamudio 

• No Report 

 

1st Vice Cmdr., Genevieve Dominguez  

 
 
2nd Vice Cmdr. Ray Ricard 

• No Report 
 
 
 
3rd Vice Cmdr. David Heinle-  

• Discussed Boys and Girls State. 
o 21 Slots Filled 

 
 
 
 
 

House Committee
In-Process Activities

• Hut ceiling repair

• Post signage

• Sea wall paint striping

• Main Hall A/V repair

• Umbrella cover replacement

• Flag drop box replacement

• Marina dock electrical upgrade and
deck replacement

30

House Committee
Completed Projects

• Employee reviews

• Beer cooler repair

• BBSI contract renewal

• Replaced dry storage crane chain and hook

• Marina dock gangway planking replacement

• Phone system vendor change

31

 Current Post Membership = 3,817 Legionnaires

 Current Membership Numbers for 2026@ National 3,817 (90.5%)
2025-2026 Goal = 4,215
398 more than needed to reach our goal.

Good thru 2025 = 464

New Members 2026 = 216 2025 = 252 2024 = 375

23 are new members this month

1st Vice Commander
Genevieve Dominguez
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Finance Officer Bob Wine – Post Financial Operations. 

  

 
Finance Officer Bob Wine – Post Financial Operations (cont.) 

 

Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Historian Johnny Arganda  

 
Sergeant at Arms Mike Mailman  

• No Report 
 
Chaplin Brad McDermott 

• Presented bibical words of wisdom to the General Membership. 
 

Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Historian - Johnny Arganda
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Service Officer March Report

60

Service Officer Cory Vigil  
  

 

 
Service Officer Cory Vigil (Cont.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Officer- Donations Committee
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Service Officer- Donations Committee (cont.)
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Judge Advocate Cindy Baker  
• No Report 

Members at Large –  
 
Jon Reynolds.- No Report (Excused Absence)  
Walter Roberts- No Report (Excused Absence) 
Mike Berdine- No Report (Excused Absence)  
Lawrence Brown- No Report  
Nick Giordano-  No Report (Excused Absence) 
David Zamudio- No Report 

 
Unfinished Business 

 None 
 
 
New Member Induction – 1st Vice Cmdr., Genevieve Dominguez 
Total: 28 

• 1st Vice Commander reads New Member names. 
• Commander Brian Fleming Jr reads Rules as a Legionnaire. 

 
 
New Business 
  

 
 
 

Induction of New Members

1st Vice Cmdr. - Genevieve Dominguez

68

New Business
Officer Nominations (2026-2027)

71

Post 291 Election Nominations (1st Round)
Post Commander

1st Vice Commander
2nd Vice Commander
3rd Vice Commander

Finance Officer
Chaplain
Historian

Sergeant at Arms
Member at Large (2 openings)
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Post 291 Commander Nominations (1 Nomination) 
1. Brian Fleming Jr., current Post Commander. 

a. Nominated by Past Commander, Doug Nye 
b. Brian Fleming Jr. accepts nomination. 

 
1st Vice Commander (1 Nomination) 

1. Genevieve Dominguez, current 1st Vice Commander.  
a. Nominated by 3rd Vice Cmdr., David Heinle 
b. Genevieve Dominguez accepts nomination 

 
2nd Vice Commander (1 Nomination) 

1. Ray Ricard, current 2nd Vice Commander. 
a. Nominated by M.a.L. Lawrence Brown 
b. Ray Ricard accepts nomination. 

 
3rd Vice Commander (1 Nomination) 

1. Anthony Garcia, Legionnaire in Good Standing 
a. Nominated by M.a.L. Lawrence Brown. 
b. Anthony Garcia accepts nomination.  

 
Finance Officer (2 Nominations / 1 Declines) 

1. Drew Lorenza, Legionnaire in Good Standing 
a. Nominated by Phillip Sands, Legionnaire in Good Standing. 
b. Drew Lorenza declines the nomination. 

2. David Heinle, current Finance Officer. 
a. Nominated by 2nd Vice Commander, Ray Ricard. 
b. David Heinle accepts nomination. 

 
Chaplain (1 Nomination) 

1. Brad McDermott, current Chaplain. 
a. Nominated by Finance Officer Bob Wine. 
b. Brad McDermott accepts nomination. 

 
Historian (2 Nominations) 

1. John Chomin, Legionnaire in Good Standing 
a. Nominated by Chase Wickersham, Legionnaire in Good Standing. 
b. John Chomin accepts nomination. 

2. Johnny Araganda, current Historian. 
a. Nominated by 2nd Vice Commander, Ray Ricard. 
b. Johnny Araganda accepts nomination. 

 
Sgt. At Arms (1 Nomination) 

1. Mike Mailman, current Sgt. At Arms. 
a. Nominated by Tommy Wheeler, Legionnaire in Good Standing 
b. Mike Mailman accepts the nomination. 

 
Member at Large (2 Openings – 1 Nomination) 

1. Ernest Gorrill, Legionnaire in Good Standing. 
a. Nominated by Judge Advocate, Cindy Baker 
b. Ernest Gorrill accepts nomination.  

 
 
 
1st ROUND OF NOMINATIONS ARE CLOSED BY COMMANDER BRIAN FLEMING JR.  

• 2nd round of nomination and candidate speeches to occur at next General Meeting on 08 April 2026. 
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2nd Vice Commander
Ray Ricard

38

2nd Vice Commander
Ray Ricard

40

Good of the Legion 
  

 Ray Ricard, 2nd Vice Commander 

 

 
 

 Cory Vigil, Service Officer 
o Veterans Coffee Talk (April 4, 0930 -1100 hrs.) 

 Subject: Women Veterans 
o June 6th – All Branches Ball 

 
 Geneieve Dominguez , 1st Vice Cmdr.  

o Women’s Veteran Meeting, Saturday April 14th (9:30am – 11:30am)  
 Past Commander Doug Nye 

o Spoke about Vietnam Veterans and how the ranks are lessening. 
o Stated this era is now the older generation of veterans and we should honor them.  

 
 
 
 

Chaplain Brad McDermott. gives closing prayer.  
 

The Meeting was adjourned at 2020 hours.  

2nd Vice Commander
Ray Ricard

Honoring Heroes: Guardian to WWII Veterans
in Washington DC (Feb 17-22)

37

2nd Vice Commander
Ray Ricard

39
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