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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
215 15th Street, Newport Beach, CA 92663 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  
Wednesday, 13 May 2026 

 

Meeting called to order at approximately 1400 hrs. 

The Colors were advanced. 
Invocation: Chaplain Brad McDermott 
Pledge of Allegiance: Commander Fleming Jr.  
 POW/MIA Ceremony: Lawrence Brown, M.a.L 
Recited the Preamble of the Constitution of The American Legion: lead by Commander Brian Fleming Jr.  

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Brian Fleming Jr., Commander  Cindy Baker, Judge Advocate  Jon Reynolds, M.a.L. 
 Genevieve Dominguez , 1st Vice Cmdr.    Bob Wine, Finance Officer  Walter Roberts, M.a.L.  
 Ray Ricard, 2nd Vice Cmdr.   Mike Mailman, Sgt-at-Arms   Mike Berdine, M.a.L. 
 David Heinle, 3rd Vice Cmdr.  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Lawrence Brown M.a.L. 
 VACATED, Jr. Past Cmdr.  Brad McDermott, Chaplain  Nick Giordano, M.a.L. 
 David Zamudio, Adjutant  Johnny Arganda Historian  David Zamudio, M.a.L.  

 
Excused:   
Unexcused: D. Heinle 
QUORUM held.  
 
Announcement of Elected Positions by Acclimation 

 
 
 Commander Brian Fleming Jr. request a Vote of Acclimation by Adjutant, David Zamudio 

o “Commander I offer a single vote of acclimation for each of the 9 uncontested candidates.”  
 Commander Brian Fleming Jr., accepts the single vote of acclimation for each 9 uncontested candidates and 

declares these candidates as the 2026- 2027 Post elected officers.  
 
 
 

Announcement of Elected Positions by
Acclamation

• Post Commander
o Brian Fleming Jr. (unopposed)

• 1st Vice Commander
o Genevieve Dominguez

(unopposed)

• 2nd Vice Commander
o Ray Ricard (unopposed)

• 3rd Vice Commander
o Anthony Garcia (unopposed)

• Finance Officer
o David Heinle (unopposed)

• Sgt. At Arms
o Mike Mailman (unopposed)

• Chaplain
o Brad McDermott (unopposed)

• Member at Large (2 openings)

o Mike Berdine
o Ernie Gorrill
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Meeting in Recess for Election: 1409 hours. 

 
 
General Membership Meeting called to order and Elections are now closed: 1901 hrs.  
 
 
Honored Guests: 

 Jon Reynolds, Post 291 Past Commander 
 CA Department Commander Candidates: 

o JR Duarte 
 CA Department Sgt.-at-Arms Candidates: 

o Neil La Sala 
o Mike Smith 

 National Executive Committee Candidates – Representing CA” 
o Nick Rosa 
o Chris Yates 

 
Reports from Legion Family Members & Other Guests: 

 
Auxiliary-  President, Cythia Minucci Neal  

 

 

 
 

General Membership Meeting in
Recess for Election Voting

Readjourn at 1900hrs.

8

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

15

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

16

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291
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Sons of the American Legion – Tim Sullivan, Commander  
 

• Elections held last week.   
• Membership is at 100% 
• May 23rd, Annual Golf Tournament 
• June 14th, Flag Day 

 
American Legion Yacht Club – Glen Stanley 

 
 
Honor Guard / Color Guard– Commander Lawrence Brown 

 
 

General Membership Meeting Minutes:  
• Commander Fleming requests for a motion to be put on the table to waive the reading of 

the 08 April 2026 General Membership Meeting Minutes.  
• A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the minutes of the 08 April 

2026 General Meeting. 
o M/S/No D/ MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 

• Commander Fleming requests for a motion to be put on the table to approve the 08 April 
2026 General Membership Meeting Minutes.  

• A motion was made, and seconded to approved the minutes of the 08 April 2026 
General Membership Meeting.  

o M/S/No D/ MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 
Correspondence 

• None to Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Post 291 Honor Guard / Color Guard

20 events completed in 2026
8 additional pending for the month
24 active members
2 additional are interested.
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Officer Reports: 
 

Commander Brian Fleming Jr.  
• Speaks about the improvements to the Post and the accomplishments and future plans of the House Committee.  

   
 
 Adjutant David Zamudio 

• No Report 

1st Vice Cmdr., Genevieve Dominguez  

 
 
2nd Vice Cmdr. Ray Ricard 

• No Report 
 

3rd Vice Cmdr. David Heinle- (Absent) 
• Chaplain Brad McDermott, as 

coach for Post 291 Baseball 
Speaks about sponsorship and 
upcoming season.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Finance Officer Bob Wine – (Cont. on next page) 
 

House Committee
Update

• Completed
o Hut ceiling and kitchen repairs

o Post signage inventory and needs assessment

o Dedicated events promotion flyer

o Minor improvements/repairs

• Men’s restroom shelving

• Women’s restroom lighting repair, electrical outlet

replacement and wall repair

• Main door street number sign

• Cooler rack replacement

35

 Current Post Membership = 3,940 Legionnaires

 Current Membership Numbers for 2026@ National 3,940 (93.4%)
2025-2026 Goal = 4,215
275 more than needed to reach our goal.

Good thru 2025 = 383

New Members 2026 = 261 2025 = 252 2024 = 375

26 are new members this month

1st Vice Commander
Genevieve Dominguez
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Finance Officer Bob Wine – Post Financial Operations. 

  

 
 

 
Historian Johnny Arganda  

• No Report 
 
 

Finance Officer, Bob Wine
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Sergeant at Arms Mike Mailman  

• No Report 
 
Chaplin Brad McDermott 
 

• Post Everlasting 

 
 

Service Officer Cory Vigil  

  
 

 

Post Everlasting
• Robert Ausmus – Vietnam
• Kylie Austin – Lebanon /

Grenada
• Virgil Bartolomucci – Vietnam
• Gary Brown – Vietnam
• Jay Carson – Vietnam
• Patrick Duffy – Vietnam
• Robert Durarshki – Korea
• Gary Elder – Vietnam
• Lynda Evanson – Vietnam
• David Friedman – Vietnam
• Audra Giddings - Vietnam

• Yoshio Ishida – Korea
• James Kelley – Korea
• David Kuhn – Vietnam
• Gary Nesbit – Vietnam
• William Patrick – Korea
• Robert Potter – Vietnam
• William Ruzgis – Vietnam
• John Ryan – Vietnam
• Serge Stasenko – Korea
• William Stewart – WWII
• Richard Wells – Vietnam

55

Service Officer- Donations Committee

57

Service Officer- Donations Committee (cont.)
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Service Officer Cory Vigil (Cont.) 

 
 
 

Judge Advocate Cindy Baker  
• No Report 

Members at Large –  
 
Jon Reynolds.- No Report  
Walter Roberts- No Report  
Mike Berdine- No Report 
Lawrence Brown- No Report  
Nick Giordano-  No Report  
David Zamudio- No Report 

 
Unfinished Business 
 

• None 
 
 
 
 
 
New Business (on next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Officer Report
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New Business 
• 2027 Post 291 Delegate List (82 Total) 

 
 

 Commander Brian Fleming Jr. solicits a motion to waive the reading of the names on the 2027 Delegate list by the Adjutant. 
 

o MOTION: I move that we waive the reading the 2027 Delegate List (82 Legionnaires) as presented.  
 Motion made by Mike Berdine 
 Seconded: Mike Mailman 
 Discussion: None 
 M/S/D/MC  Motion Carries- Unanimously  

 
 Commander Brian Fleming Jr. solicits a motion to approve the 2027 Delegate List (82 Legionnaires) for Post 291.  
 

o MOTION: I move that we approve the 2027 Delegate List (82 Legionnaires) for Post 291 as presented. 
 Motion made by Mike Berdine 
 Seconded: Mike Mailman 
 Discussion: None 
 M/S/D/MC  Motion Carries- Unanimously  

 
 
 
 
 
 

New Business
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Good of the Legion 
  

• Commander Brian Fleming Jr. informs membership of the vote of acclimation for the 9 uncontested candidates.  

 
 

 Commander Brian Fleming Jr. instructs Adjutant to open the envelope of the elections results and read to members for the one 
contested officer position. 

 
 

 Adjutant reads vote tally to membership. 
o 50 Votes Total 

 
 

 Johnny Arganda is declared 2026-2027 Post 291 Historian 
 
 
 
 
 

Post 291
2025 – 2026 Officers

By Acclimation

• Post Commander
o Brian Fleming Jr.

• 1st Vice Commander
o Genevieve Dominguez

• 2nd Vice Commander
o Ray Ricard

• 3rd Vice Commander
o Anthony Garcia

• Finance Officer
o David Heinle

• Sgt. At Arms
o Mike Mailman

• Chaplain
o Brad McDermott

• Member at Large (2 openings)

o Mike Berdine
o Ernie Gorrill

Post 291
2025 – 2026 Officer Nominations

Voting Results

• Historian
oJohnny Arganda
oJohn Chomin
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 Cory Vigil, Service Officer 
 Veteran’s Coffee Talk – June 6th 

 
 

 Cory Vigil, Service Officer 
o All Branches Military Ball – June 6th 

 
 
 Genevieve Dominguez , 1st Vice Cmdr.  

o Women’s Veteran Meeting, May 16th  

 
 

Chaplain Brad McDermott. gives closing prayer.  
 

The Meeting was adjourned at 2002 hours.  

Good of the Legion
Cory Vigil (Service Officer)
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Good of the Legion
Cory Vigil (Service Officer)
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Good of the Legion
Genevieve Dominguez (1st Vice Cmdr.)
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