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AMERICAN LEGION NEWPORT HARBOR POST 291 
215 15th Street, Newport Beach, CA 92663 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  
Wednesday, 14 October 2026 

 

Meeting called to order at approximately 1900 hrs. 

The Colors were advanced. 
Invocation: Chaplain Brad McDermott 
Pledge of Allegiance: Commander Fleming Jr.  
 POW/MIA Ceremony: Ray Ricard, 2nd Vice Cmdr. 
Recited the Preamble of the Constitution of The American Legion: lead by Commander Brian Fleming Jr.  

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Brian Fleming Jr., Commander  Cindy Baker, Judge Advocate  Jon Reynolds, M.a.L. 
 Genevieve Dominguez , 1st Vice Cmdr.    Melissa De La Rosa, Finance Officer  Walter Roberts, M.a.L.  
 Ray Ricard, 2nd Vice Cmdr.   Mike Mailman, Sgt-at-Arms   Mike Berdine, M.a.L. 
 Anthony Garcia, 3rd Vice Cmdr.  Cory Vigil, Service Officer  Lawrence Brown M.a.L. 
 VACATED, Jr. Past Cmdr.  Brad McDermott, Chaplain  Ernie Gorrill, M.a.L. 
 David Zamudio, Adjutant  Johnny Arganda Historian  David Zamudio, M.a.L.  

 
Excused: M DeLaRosa / W Roberts / L Brown 
Unexcused:  
QUORUM held.  
Honored Guests: 

 Doug Nye, Post 291 Past Commander 
 Jon Reynold, Post 291 Past Commander 

 
Reports from Legion Family Members & Other Guests: 

 
Auxiliary-  President, Cythia Minucci Neal  

 

 
 
 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

12

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291
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Auxiliary (Cont.) 

 
 

 
 
 
Sons of the American Legion – Tim Sullivan, Commander  
 

• Membership renewal under way  
• 9/11 Memorial, 25th remembrance with HB Elks. 
• Boat Parade tickets on sale (Oct.1) 

o $70 per ticket 
 

American Legion Yacht Club – Mike Berdine, Staff Commodore / Post 291 Member at Large 
 

 
 
 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

14

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

15

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291

16

American Legion Yacht Club
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Honor Guard / Color Guard– Vice Commander Mike Mailman 

 
 

General Membership Meeting Minutes:  
• Commander Fleming requests for a motion to be put on the table to waive the reading of 

the 12 August 2026 General Membership Meeting Minutes.  
• A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the minutes of the 12 August 

2026 General Meeting. 
o M/S/No D/ MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 

• Commander Fleming requests for a motion to be put on the table to approve the 12 
August 2026 General Membership Meeting Minutes.  

• A motion was made, and seconded to approved the minutes of the 12 August 2026 
General Membership Meeting.  

o M/S/No D/ MC- Motion Carries Unanimously 
 
Officer Reports: 
 

Commander Brian Fleming Jr.  
• Speaks about the improvements to the Post and the accomplishments and future plans of the House Committee.  

   

 
 
 
  
Adjutant David Zamudio 

• No Report 

 

 

 

Post 291 Honor Guard / Color Guard
Vice Commander Mike Mailman

47 events completed in 2026
7 additional pending for the month
24 active members
4 additional in training

21

House Committee
Update

• Completed
o Employee handbook

o Main Hall rain gutter installation

o Taco Tuesday price increase

o Bar chalkboard removed

27

House Committee
Update

• In Process
o Marina dock re-planking

o Kitchen floor tile repair

o Attic storage inventory and assessment

o Security camera system repairs

o Dishwasher table sink replacement

28



 
 

Page 4 of 8 
 

1st Vice Cmdr., Genevieve Dominguez  

 
 
2nd Vice Cmdr. Ray Ricard 

• Speaks about weekly events at the Post.  
o 10/31- Halloween Party 
o 11/11- Veteran’s Day Event 
o 11/12- WWII / Korean War Veteran Luncheon 
o 11/26- Thanksgiving Brunch 
o 12/31- New Years Eve Bash 

 
3rd Vice Cmdr. Anthony Garcia  

• Speaks about upcoming 
Boys/Girls State 

 
Finance Officer Melissa De La Rosa – Post Financial Operations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Finance Officer Melissa De La Rosa – (Cont. on next page) 
 

 Current Post Membership = 4082 Legionnaires

 Current Membership Numbers for 2027 @ National: 2192 (54%)
2026-2027 Goal = 4032
1887 more than needed to reach our goal.

Good thru 2026 = 1890

New Members 2027 = 69 2025 = 252 2026 = 282

22 are new members this month

1st Vice Commander
Genevieve Dominguez

Finance Officer, Melissa De La Rosa (Excused Absence)

Presented by Bob Wine, Past Finance Officer
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Finance Officer Melissa De La Rosa – (Cont.) 

 
 

Historian Johnny Arganda  
• No Report – Excused Absence 

 
Sergeant at Arms Mike Mailman  

• No Report 

 
Chaplin Brad McDermott 
 

• Reminds membership of resources available to us all. Speaks about building our connection to others.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Finance Officer, Melissa De La Rosa (Excused Absence)
Presented by Bob Wine, Past Finance Officer
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Service Officer Cory Vigil  

  

 

 

Service Officer- Donations Committee

48

Service Officer- Donations Committee (cont.)

49

Service Officer Report

50
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Judge Advocate Cindy Baker  
• No Report 

 
Members at Large –  
 
Jon Reynolds.- No Report   
Walter Roberts- No Report - Excused Absence 
Mike Berdine- No Report 
Lawrence Brown- No Report – Excused Absence 
Ernie Gorrill - No Report  
David Zamudio- No Report 
 
Unfinished Business 

• No Unfinished Business 
 
New Member Induction – 1st Vice Cmdr., Genevieve Dominguez 
Total: 32 

• Commander Brian Fleming Jr discusses Rules as a Legionnaire to newly inducted members. 
 
 
New Business 
 

• No New Business 
 
Good of the Legion 

 Cory Vigil – Service Officer. 
  

 
 
 Genevieve Dominguez , 1st Vice Cmdr.  

 

Good of the Legion
Cory Vigil (Service Officer)
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Good of the Legion
Genevieve Dominguez (1st Vice Cmdr.)
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 Commander Brian Fleming Jr., 

 
 

 Mike Mailman, Sergeant at Arms 

.  
 Ray Ricard, 2nd Vice Cmdr.- 

o Speaks to membership on the need for volunteers to assist upcoming events.  
 Bruce Ellison, Legionnaire 

o Spoke about supporting the Veteran’s Coffee Talk 
 
 

 
CLOSING PRAYER -  given by Chaplain Brad McDermott 

 
The Meeting was adjourned at 1957 hours.  

Good of the Legion
Commander Brian Fleming Jr.
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